== NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture = Office of Communications = 1400 Independence Avenus, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1300 = Voice: (202) 720-4623 = Email; oc.news®@® usda.gov * Web: http//’www.usda.gov

Release No. 0386.02

Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623
Taylor Oldroyd (202) 720-1019
Massachusetts Contact: Maril E. Alsup (413) 253-4314

32 STATES INCLUDING MASSACHUSETTS TO RECEIVE OVER $6.8 MILLION IN
RURAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

WASHINGTON, September 18, 2002 - Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today
announced that 32 states will receive more than $6.8 million in rural business loan and grant
funds, designed to assist in the fostering of economic development in rural areas.

“Expanding America’s rural economy depends on the development of new businesses
and creation of new jobs,” said Veneman. “These grants will provide rural residents with the
financial tools needed to create business ventures and expand their local economies.”

Veneman noted that nearly 400 businesses will benefit from the grant funds, along with
the expectation that at least 2,400 jobs will be created or saved. Grants and loans for the 40
proposals will be provided through USDA's Rural Development Rural Business Enterprise Grant
(RBEG) program, Rural Business Opportunity Grant (RBOG) program and the Intermediary
Relending Program.

Alaska - $868,600 Massachusetts - $50,000 Oregon - $99,000
Arizona - $98,564 Mississippi - $130,000 Pennsylvania - $150,000
Arkansas - $153,537 Missouri - $99,900 South Dakota - $99,000
California - $168,000 Montana - $19,000 Tennessee - $1,603,000
Delaware - $175,000 Nebraska - $164,600 Utah - $93,800

Hawaii - $53,000 Nevada - $124,300 Vermont - $99,500
Idaho - $50,000 New Hampshire - $90,000  Virginia - $198,958
Illinois - $258,260 New Jersey - $70,000 West Virginia - $153,536
Iowa - $99,000 New Mexico - $70,000 Washington - $466,468
Kentucky - $699,000 North Dakota - $200,000 Wisconsin - $21,600
Maine - $45,000 Oklahoma - $199,000

In Massachusetts, the Nipmuc Indian Development Corporation (NIDC) of Webster
received $50,000 in Rural Business Enterprise Grant funds. These monies will be used to
establish a Revolving Loan Fund to support small business development. The Revolving Loan
Fund will foster economic growth and create and retain jobs especially among low-to-moderate
income business owners as well as potential business owners that do not have access to
conventional credit.

-MORE-



NIDC provides business development training and technical assistance to existing and
would-be entrepreneurs. The loans that NIDC will administer through its new Revolving Loan
Fund will be used by small and emerging business for working capital, leasehold improvements,
machinery and equipment, and furniture and fixtures. “Advancement in business and community
development is crucial to rural Massachusetts,” said USDA Rural Development State Director
for the Southern New England region, David Tuttle. “The funds received today, will assist
communities in their effort to plan for a solid economic future.”

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs,
and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural
Business-Cooperative Service, and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural
Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's
web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

A complete list of the individual grant recipients can be found at:
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/news.htm .
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