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Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
USDA Approves Loan for Township Fire Hall
EAST LANSING, Mich. – March 2, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture has approved a $900,000 loan to Rudyard Township for construction of a new fire hall.
“This grant demonstrates the Bush Administration’s emphasis on emergency preparedness in rural areas,” said Dale Sherwin, state director for USDA Rural Development.

Rural Development has approved a community facilities loan of $900,000 for a new building to house the fire department and township offices. The new building will provide more space for both the fire department and township employees and will be accessible for people with disabilities. The updated facility will improve fire protection and other township services for about 1,315 rural residents.
Terms of the loan include an annual interest rate of 4.5 percent over 30 years. The funds will be available once the terms and conditions of the loan are met.
Committed to the Future of Rural Communities

   Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: 

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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