[image: image1.jpg]USDA manie

Sl R —

Development




[image: image1.jpg]
Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
USDA Approves Funds for Township Fire Truck
EAST LANSING, Mich. – March 19, 2004 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture has approved $200,000 in funding for Spalding Township to purchase a new fire truck.

“This funding represents the Bush Administration’s commitment to providing our first responders with the resources they need for their important mission,” said Dale Sherwin, state director for USDA Rural Development.
The funding from USDA Rural Development’s community facilities program includes a $33,000 grant and a loan of $167,000. The funds will be used to purchase a new pumper truck for the township fire department. The department’s current pumper has become expensive to maintain and lacks sufficient pumping capacity.

The new pumper will improve fire protection for about 1,761 rural residents. The funds will be available once the terms and conditions of the funding are met. Terms of the loan include an annual interest rate of 4.5 percent over 15 years.

Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
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