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Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
Turkey Producers to Receive USDA Grant
EAST LANSING, Mich. – March 10, 2004 – The Michigan Turkey Producers Cooperative will be presented with a $55,574 grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture tomorrow at the cooperative’s processing plant in Wyoming.
“This grant will help expand the market and add value to Michigan raised turkeys. This grant is part of the Bush Administration’s strategy to improve farm incomes,” said Dale Sherwin, state director for USDA Rural Development.
Rural Development’s Value-Added Producer Grant program assists producers of agricultural commodities to increase their product’s value in the marketplace.  The grant to the Michigan Turkey Producers Co-op will be used to expand the market for turkey products in the fast food sector.

The Michigan Turkey Producers Cooperative was created by area turkey growers in 1998 in response to the closing of an area turkey processor. The cooperative purchased a former potato processing facility in Wyoming and began processing turkeys in early 2000.

The grant presentation will be made during the Wyoming/Kentwood Chamber of Commerce’s monthly “Business After Hours” event to be hosted by the cooperative.

Event: USDA Grant presentation to Michigan Turkey Producers Cooperative

When: 5 p.m. Thursday


March 11, 2004

Where: Michigan Turkey Producers Cooperative


2140 Chicago Dr SW

Wyoming, Mich.
Committed to the Future of Rural Communities

Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.

Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: 

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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