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Media Advisory

Contact: Brian Buehler, Public Affairs: Phone (517) 324-5204 E-mail brian.buehler@mi.usda.gov
Spring Arbor Man Selected for National Award
EAST LANSING, Mich. – May 13, 2004 – Robert Goldsmith of Spring Arbor will be honored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture as its National Elderly Housing Site Manager of the Year.

“We are proud to have someone from Michigan selected for this national award. This award demonstrates his dedication in helping to provide a high quality of life for the residents of Arbor View Estates,” said Dale Sherwin, state director for USDA Rural Development.

Selection criteria for the award include tenant satisfaction with the facility, upkeep and maintenance and exceptional service to residents. In addition to providing a well maintained facility, Arbor View also offers amenities to residents such as a community garden, a woodworking shop and a library and recreation room. 
Mr. Goldsmith has been site manager at Arbor View Estates in Spring Arbor for over 25 years. Arbor View is financed and administered by Rural Development and provides 96 rental apartments for senior citizens. Rural Development administers 721 rental housing developments in rural Michigan.

Mr. Goldsmith will be presented his award on June 15, 2004 at the annual meeting of the Council for Affordable and Rural Housing in Arlington, Va. 

   Rural Development administers housing; business and industry; and community development loan and grant programs. In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $358 million in loan and grant financing in rural Michigan. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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