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By the time Labor Day rolls around, the Minnesota Rural Development staff will be a bit smaller.

Jim Carlisle, Kristen Becker and Jessica Christenson served as loan specialists under RD’s temporary student trainee program this summer.


Jim, who worked in the Willmar office, will head back to the University of North Dakota to pursue a degree in both accounting and finance. Jessica will continue working toward an Ag Economics degree at North Dakota State University while Kristen will study real estate at St. Cloud State University.




All three spent time this summer learning about every program RD offers.


“I guess I didn’t realize the federal government was so active in small communities,” Kristen said. “You don’t really hear about it.”


Jessica said she probably enjoyed working with multi-family housing the most, but loved the experience of working with a diverse group of programs and projects.

“Every day is different,” she said. “You have contact with a number of people that come from all different walks of life.”


While Jim couldn’t pick 

a specific program area as his favorite – “I liked a little of everything,” Jim said – he was impressed with how RD operates.


“I love how deep we get into projects,” he said. “We’re very thorough and we follow up with everything.”


Perhaps more impor-tantly, Jim had nothing but positive things to say about everyone he encountered at RD.


“I really thought it was a nice bunch of people,” he said. “Everyone was really welcoming, and I just want to say, ‘Thank you.’” 


Well, if you’re reading this it means you’ve made it to Page 2 of the newsletter, which means you thought Page 1 was at least somewhat interesting. 
As you may recall, I sent an E-mail to everyone about a month ago asking for input about a newsletter. After com-bining my own thoughts with the input I received, here’s what I came up with:
Minnesota Rural Development is going to have two newsletters. An interagency newsletter (what you’re reading right now) will be for employees of RD, and a general newsletter, which will be for employees of RD as well as the public.

The interagency news-letter will feature stories and tidbits on the fine employees of Minnesota RD, as well as essential information that concerns the agency.

The general public newsletter will feature stories about the projects we work on and the people and citizens of rural Minnesota we assist.

In order to be successful, both news-letters are going to require input from all of you. Please don’t be shy when it comes to giving me story ideas. Newsletters are fun and are an easy way to learn a little something new about each other, and to make others aware of the work we do.
Every newsletter will be posted on the web site, as well as mailed to each area office. Further information will be coming. For now, enjoy the first issue.
Adam Czech




Those who know Deb Stover say she’s a tough person. If you don’t know her, you’ll probably feel the same after reading her story.

On the evening of March 21, 2004, Deb, a multi-family housing specialist, was heading home on Highway 23 in northern Minnesota. About a mile-and-a-half from her home, she came around a curve and saw three deer in the road.
Because there was no oncoming traffic, Deb swerved into the other lane and hit one of the deer with the front right portion of her vehicle.

Her car spun out of control, hit a tree and flipped over. 

Nobody was expecting Deb home that night except for Mac, Billy and Kelly -- her three puppies. A passer-by didn’t find her until 3½ housr later.
Simply reading the list of injuries Deb sustained is enough to make a person wince. She broke her jaw in three places, fractured her sternum and a few ribs, fractured six vertabrate in her back, dislocated her left knee, broke her nose, suffered  lacerations on her head and had one of her lungs  
quit working.

 Her jaw was wired shut for six weeks and she was in a body brace for 17 weeks. She still attends therapy sessions  for her knee, back and head lacerations.


That’s the scary part of Deb’s story. Here’s the good part: Deb not only survived the accident, but also avoided paralysis.


“My doctor said I was very lucky not to be paralyzed,” she said. “I guess most people who sustain the back injuries I did usually are paralyzed.”


She also has returned to work on an as tolerated basis. Her first week back on the job was the national confernce in Denver. Currently, she works in the Duluth office until the new AgCenter in Hinckley opens.


Deb says she’s glad to be back working, and everything is going pretty smooth so far. 


“I pay for it if I push it too much,” she said.

One thing Deb, an avid hunter, will be forced to miss is upland game hunting this fall. However, nothing is going to stop her from missing deer season.


“I’m going to take as many of them as they let me,” she said.
Back to school for Rural Development interns





Deb Stover returns to Rural Development after car accident





Obligations for Fiscal Year 2004


Here is where each program area stands as of Aug. 15, 2004.


Single-Family Housing			$152,948,950


Multi-Family Housing			$755,335


	Direct Rural Housing Loans		$431,855


	New Construction						$186,500


	Housing Preservation Grants		S136,980





*Business & Cooperative		$23,171,440


	*Total figure combines loans and grants which have different values with regard to impact and use of tax dollars





**Rural Utilities						$23,685,850 


	**Figure does not include $16,804,190 in partner funds





Community Facilities			$14,392,650








What’s up with the newsletter?





Deb Stover survived a car accident and recently returned to work as a multi-family housing specialist.                               
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Where to park in St. Paul


Visiting the State Office soon? Planning on catching a Wild game or a concert at the Xcel Energy Center?


A Downtown Zone monthly parking pass is available for $12. The pass allows customers to utilize the Metro Transit Infrastructure as a shuttle system for travel throughout downtown.


More information, including downtown maps and how to order passes for employees, is available by calling 651-265-2779 or by E-mailing info@stpaulparking.com.





       Jim Carlisle		               Kristen Becker           Jessica Christenson












Newsletter prepared by Adam Czech. E-mail all questions, comments and story ideas to him at adam.czech@mn.usda.gov



