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A consortium, in which at least one of the entities in a partnership or consortium must be eligible individually and the partnership or consortium must provide written evidence of its legal capacity to enter into the agreement.


An incorporated organization, partnership, Indian tribe and tribal organization or other legal entity which is providing or proposes to provide telemedicine or distance learning service to other legal entities or consortia at rates calculated to ensure that the economic value and other benefits of the distance learning or telemedicine grant or loan is passed through to such other legal entities or consortia.


What characteristics make up a successful Distance Learning or Telemedicine Project?


Need and Benefit of the Technology


Need for the Rural Development Funding


System Sustainability


Cost effectiveness of technology


Where do I obtain additional information about the DLT Loan and Grant Program?


An application guide is available on the web at � HYPERLINK http://www.usda.gov/rus/telcom/dlt/dlt.htm ��http://www.usda.gov/rus/telcom/dlt/dlt.htm� or contact Andrew Gag at 218-847-9392, Ext. 4.


USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.  Complaints of Discrimination should be sent to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410





Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loans and Grants Available


USDA Rural Development has announced that loan and grant funding for Distance Learning and Telemedicine Projects is now available.  $17 Million is available for grants, $200 Million in loans and $110 Million for combination loan grants applications.  Applications for grants must be postmarked by May 2, 2003 and loan or combination loan/grant applications must be submitted by July 31, 2003.


The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program is designed specifically to meet the educational and healthcare requirements of Rural America.  The purpose of the program is to provide financial assistance to enhance learning and health care problems that face their communities and determine how federal distance learning or Telemedicine assistance can help.


Funding is structured to provide three categories of financial assistance: 100% grant, 100% loan and a 10:1 loan to grant combination.  


Who is eligible for assistance? 


An incorporated organization, partnership, Indian tribe or tribal organization or other legal entity which operates a school, college, university, learning center, training facility or other educational institution, including a regional educational laboratory, library, hospital, medical center, medical clinic or any rural community facility.
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