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USDA Recognizes Federated Telephone Cooperative for Receiving $1.3 Million Recovery Act Grant and Loan to Deliver         Broadband Services in rural Appleton, Minn.

APPLETON, Minn., Aug. 2 – Parts of rural Appleton, Minn. soon will have broadband services thanks to funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

USDA Rural Development State Director Colleen Landkamer recognized Federated Telephone Cooperative during a ceremony at the Appleton Civic Center on Monday for being selected to receive $1.3 million in Recovery Act funds to deliver broadband services to rural Appleton. The funding was part of a nationwide announcement recently made by President Barack Obama and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack that highlighted over $780 million in Recovery Act broadband grants and loans throughout rural America.

“Access to broadband means more business opportunities, better education, and an overall increase in the rural quality of life,” Landkamer said. “President Obama has made it a priority to ensure access to broadband for everyone. With the help of the Recovery Act, we are making progress throughout rural Minnesota on this important issue.”

The proposed primary service area for the $630,289 grant and $630,289 low-interest loan is in Swift County. Small portions of Big Stone and Chippewa Counties also will benefit from the funding. The service area includes 152 residences, seven businesses and one anchor institution.

“Federated Telephone Cooperative is excited for the opportunity to expand our existing fiber network to our neighbors in the rural Appleton area,” said Kevin Beyer, general manager of Federated. “We are pleased the USDA selected us to provide this fiber connectivity to underserved rural customers in Minnesota, allowing them the ability to receive exceptional broadband services for years to come.”

According to analysis released by the National Economic Council last year, overall Recovery Act investments in broadband are expected to create tens of thousands of jobs in the near term and expand economic development and job opportunities in communities that would otherwise be left behind in the new knowledge-based economy.  Recovery Act broadband projects help bring down the cost of private investment, attract Internet service providers to new areas, improve digital literacy among students and workers, and help create new opportunities in employment, education, and entrepreneurship by wiring homes and businesses. 

--More--



Rural Development also finances housing, infrastructure, facilities, businesses and renewable energy projects in rural areas. The agency has invested about $5 billion throughout Minnesota since 2002. For more information on Rural Development projects, call the local office in Willmar at (320) 235-5612, ext. 4, or visit www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn.

For more information on Federated Telephone, visit www.fedtel.net.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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