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USDA Rural Development Awards Richmond Over $2.1 Million in Farm Bill Funds for Water, Sewer and Storm Water Project
RICHMOND, Minn., Sept. 15 – Residents and businesses in the southern part of Richmond soon will have access to city water, sewer and storm water services. Other parts of the city will see some updates, too.
USDA Rural Development officials visited the Richmond Civic Arena today to award over $2.1 million to finance the extension of water, sewer and storm water services to the southern part of the city. Undersized sewer and water mains on a few other city streets will be replaced as well.

“The funding for this important project comes from the 2008 Farm Bill,” said Steve Wenzel, State Director of Rural Development in Minnesota. “The USDA is working hard to implement the new Farm Bill in a timely manner and deliver these key projects to our rural communities.”
A special provision in the 2008 Farm Bill funded backlog water and wastewater treatment projects in rural communities. Richmond was one of six communities in Minnesota to receive over $14 million in loans and grants for upgraded systems in projects announced by Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer on Aug. 15. Other communities included Jackson County, Martin County, Ogilvie, Hoffman and the Lower Sioux American Indian Community. Nationally, $547 million was awarded for 232 projects.

“Getting this funding is a real testament to the effort everyone put into securing this grant and low-interest loan,” Richmond mayor Maxine Weismann said.
USDA Rural Development has invested about $4 billion throughout rural Minnesota since 2001. In addition to basic infrastructure, Rural Development finances housing, businesses, renewable energy, hospitals, day cares and telecommunications. More information can be found at www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn, or by calling the local office in Cambridge at (763) 689-3354, ext. 4.
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“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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