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New Fire Truck for Bowlus Fire Department Arrives
Event celebrated arrival of new truck and discussed rural emergency response

BOWLUS, Minn., Sept. 22 – Emergency response efforts in rural Morrison County received a boost with the arrival of a new fire truck for the Bowlus Fire Department. USDA Rural Development helped finance the purchase of the $199,000 truck with a $35,000 low-interest loan and $15,000 grant.
“Rural firefighters and emergency responders need to have modern vehicles and equipment because lives depend on it,” said Steve Wenzel, State Director of USDA Rural Development in Minnesota, during a ceremony at the Bowlus fire hall on Monday. “Rural emergency responders face some unique challenges and I’m glad that USDA Rural Development can help these brave men and women do their jobs to the best of their ability.”

The truck will replace two of Bowlus’ older trucks which were no longer adequate. City contributions and charitable gaming funds financed the remaining $149,000 not covered by the Rural Development funds. The Bowlus fire department serves the cities of Bowlus, Sobieski, Elmdale, and Swan River and Two Rivers Townships.

USDA Rural Development finances emergency response vehicles and equipment through its Community Facilities program. Through this program, grants, low-interest loans and loan guarantees area available to purchase emergency response equipment and vehicles and to build hospitals, fire halls, day cares, town halls and other community buildings.
USDA Rural Development has invested about $4 billion throughout rural Minnesota since 2001. In addition to basic infrastructure, Rural Development finances housing, businesses, renewable energy, hospitals, day cares and telecommunications. More information can be found at www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn, or by calling the local office in Cambridge at (763) 689-3354, ext. 4.
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“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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