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USDA APPROVES $16.5 MILLION FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES


 Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the selection of over 150 projects in economically distressed communities in 26 states and U.S. Territories to receive $16.5 million in Community Facilities Economic Impact Initiative Grants. The grants will assist in the development of important community services and facilities in areas of high unemployment and economic depression.


“Rural areas across the country will benefit from these grants which will be used for medical, educational, fire fighting, maintenance and child care facilities,” said Veneman.  “This Administration continues its efforts to strengthen rural communities through programs such as the ones being announced today.” 


The grants are made available through a special initiative under the Community Facilities program of USDA Rural Development. The projects must be essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of less than 20,000 that have a not employed rate of at least 19 percent. The grants provide facilities for community health care, cultural and educational activities, fire, rescue and public safety and public building and improvement.

"I am very pleased that 18 rural Missouri communities will receive benefits from this initiative," said Greg Branum, Missouri State Director for USDA Rural Development.   Based on the applications and selection criteria the $553,460 of funds for Missouri will finance projects in the following communities:


Howell County Rural Fire Department #1 - $29,600 for construction of a new fire station.


Clarkton VFD - $5,700 for purchase and upgrade fire equipment


Norwood Community VFD - $6,360 to purchase a defibrillator and two pumps for fire trucks.


Knox County Promotional Council, Edina, Mo. - $9,000 to fund a new weather warning siren.


City of Puxico - $15,000 to purchase fire gear and equipment.


City of Chaffee - $15,150 to purchase fire safety gear and equipment


City of Crane - $26,250 - for construction of offices, meeting and training rooms in fire station.


Milo Rural Fire Department - $30,000 -to purchase fire pumper and brush trucks.

POWERS, Inc., Unionville, Mo. - $36,000 to install an emergency early warning response system 

in the communities of Unionville, Livonia, Lake Thunderhead and Powersville.


Essex Improvement Corporation, Inc., Essex, Mo. - $37,500 - to purchase a new fire truck and lease 

to the City of Essex.


Theodosia Area VFD - $22,000 - To assist with the construction of an addition to the existing fire station.


Pemiscot County - $30,000 - To purchase and install nine emergency warning siren.


Grovespring Area Volunteer Fire Protection Association - $30,000 - To purchase a new fire truck.


Iron County Ambulance District - $35,000 - To purchase an ambulance and life saving equipment.


Indian Lake Property Owners Assoc., Cuba, Mo. - $4,740 -To purchase/install early warning system.


Steelville Community Development and Care Corp., Salem, Mo. - $204,000 - To renovate an abandoned 

building that will house the community’s Head Start program, Preschool, Parents as Teachers program and administration offices.


Maries County - $6,660 - To purchase and install an emergency back-up generator for county courthouse.


Village of Penermon- $10,500 - To install a fence around the sewage lagoon.

A complete list of the selected individual grant recipients and projects can be found at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/news.htm:
Grant funds are available to eligible public entities, nonprofit corporations, special purpose districts and tribal governments. Communities having the lowest populations and lowest median incomes were given selection priority. The project's economic feasibility and the financial status of the applicant were also considered.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development is available by visiting the Missouri Homepage http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/  or by contacting _________________________, Community Development Manager at __________________by calling __________________.
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USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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