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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES EARTH DAY BY FINANCING $108 MILLION IN RURAL WATER AND WASTEWATER PROJECTS

Deputy Under Secretary of Agriculture for Rural Development Mike Neruda announced over $108 million in rural water and wastewater projects, and urged Americans to observe Earth Day by reaffirming their commitment to protecting the earth’s air, water, and land.

“Each of us bears the responsibility of being good stewards of the resources entrusted to us, not only for ourselves, but for generations yet to come,” said Neruda.  “We need to remember that every day is Earth Day, especially for rural Americans, who live close to the land and make their livings from it.”

Neruda said that USDA Rural Development, through its Rural Utilities Service (RUS), is doing its part by working with rural communities across America to build and modernize water and wastewater disposal systems.  “As part of Earth Day, USDA announced the funding of 46 projects to build and improve rural water and sewage systems, totaling nearly $108 million,” said Neruda.  “In rural communities in 34 states, Rural Development is observing the importance of Earth Day.  Rural communities are doing their part to preserve our earth by installing or upgrading water and wastewater systems to be in compliance with environmental requirements.  Hundreds of thousands of Americans will benefit through cleaner water for municipal supplies, recreation, and wildlife resources.” 

One of the projects announced is located in southwest part of Missouri in Wentworth.  The City received a RUS loan/grant package of a $125,000 loan and a $309,000 grant to be used to construct a central sewage collection and treatment system for its 138 residents.  This funding is in partnership with the Missouri Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for $325,000 and a Missouri Department of National Resource Grant for $91,000.

Gregory C. Branum, Missouri State Director for USDA Rural Development, said, "This is a great partnership effort when everyone works together for a common goal of meeting the needs for an environmentally safe disposal system."  "I want to commend the Wentworth City Officials and everyone involved in this central collection and treatment system." 

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting the USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.   

NOTE:
 The 60 plus events being held across the United States represent $142 million in USDA funds for water and wastewater projects. This amount includes the $108 million announced today by Deputy Under Secretary Neruda.
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