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United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development

MISSOURI TO RECEIVE $461,000 IN 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the selection of 43 grant recipients in 26 states to receive more than $2.5 million in rural business opportunity grant funds.  The grants are designed to assist in the fostering of economic development in rural areas.

“Promoting business and community development in rural areas is an important priority for the Bush Administration,” said Veneman. “These grants will lead to greater opportunities and community growth for thousands of rural residents.”

Veneman noted that 425 businesses in 26 states will benefit from the grant funds, along with the expectation that at least 2,347 jobs will be created or saved.  Grants for the 43 proposals will be provided through USDA's Rural Development Rural Business Opportunity Grant (RBOG) program.

"The five projects for Missouri will help in creating needed jobs and economic development," said Gregory C. Branum, Missouri State Director for USDA Rural Development.  "I am extremely pleased that Missouri is receiving nearly 20% of the national money to assist rural Missouri.  The creation of jobs provides opportunities for our children to stay in the area and work.  Everyone benefits with this type of investment!"

The Missouri communities benefiting from funding on the RBOG program include: 

Creative Communities, Malden, Missouri - A $297,000 grant to create a center to obtain technology skills to meet the demands of established and emerging workforces.

City of Puxico, Puxico, Missouri - A $70,000 grant to conduct a feasibility study for the city of Puxico to attract new jobs.

Kaysinger Basin, Planning Regional Commission, Clinton, Missouri - A $50,000 grant to hire an experienced professional developer to establish a sustainable self-help economic planning and development program for small rural towns and communities.

Industrial Development Authority of Perry County, Perryville, Missouri - A $24,600 grant to conduct a feasibility study to determine how a farmers' cooperative can build and operate a strawboard plant in Perry County.

City of Cabool, Cabool, Missouri - A $20,000 grant to develop a marketing plan for the Cabool Speculative Building and Industrial Park. 

A complete list of the individual grant recipients from the 26 states and a brief description of the projects can be found at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/news.htm . 

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers program assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development may visit the Missouri Homepage http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/  or by contacting your local Rural Development office.  

USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to:  USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C.  20250-9410








