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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Rural Development taking energy grant applications

BISMARCK, December 29, 2009 - North Dakota Rural Development State Director Jasper
Schneider announced that USDA Rural Development is taking applications for grants and loan
guarantees from ag producers and rural small businesses to install renewable energy systems,
make energy efficiency improvements or conduct feasibility studies for a renewable energy
system.

The funds are administered through Rural Development's Rural Energy for American Program
(REAP).

“The REAP applications are now being accepted for FY2010,” said Schneider. “Some
Renewable energy projects include large and small wind turbines, solar, grain dryers,
geothermal systems, energy efficient refrigerators or freezers, heating and cooling systems,
efficient lighting systems and methane digesters.”

The maximum grant for renewable energy systems is 25 percent of eligible project costs, not to
exceed $500,000. Energy efficiency improvement projects are grant eligible for up to 25
percent of eligible project costs, not to exceed $250,000.

The maximum loan guarantee is 75 percent of eligible project costs, not to exceed $25 million.
Combination loan guarantees and grants are available.

Applications are being accepted and can be obtained by calling Dennis Rodin 701-530-2068 or
by visiting the office at 220 East Rosser Avenue, Room 211, Bismarck, ND 58501.

For more information on this program, please visit our Web page at
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/REAPEA.htm

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800)795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



