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USDA TO HOLD WORKSHOPS ON RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 

 
BISMARCK, April 1, 2004—Clare Carlson, state director for the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development announced today that Rural Development, along with its 
partners North Dakota Department of Commerce and Energy and Environmental Research Center, will 
hold a series of three workshops around the state on USDA Rural Development’s Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Improvements Program. 
  

The first workshop will be held Wednesday, April 14, 2003, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Northern Great Plains Research Laboratory in Mandan, ND; the 
second will be held Thursday, April 15, 2004, 9:00 a.m. to noon, at the North Dakota State University 
North Central Extension Center in Minot, ND; and the final one will be held Friday April 16, 2004, 9:00 
a.m. to noon, at the University of North Dakota Energy & Environmental Research Center (EERC) in 
Grand Forks, ND. 
  

“The development of renewable energy is a key component of President Bush’s energy strategy 
for reducing America’s dependence on imported oil, and an opportunity for America’s farmers, ranchers 
and rural small businesses to harness the untapped renewable energy resources available on farms and 
fields throughout our nation,” Carlson said.   

 
The 2002 Farm Bill provision, Section 9006, provides grants and loans to assist small businesses 

and producers in developing wind power, biomass, and energy efficiency projects.  North Dakotans 
interested in developing wind and other alternative energy projects will also receive training on how to 
organize, write, and submit an application for funding assistance under the Farm Bill.  Grants can cover 
up to 25 percent of eligible costs up to a maximum of $500,000. 

The workshops are free of charge and are opened to all interested parties. 

For more information, you may contact Dale Van Eckhout at (800) 582-7584 Ext. 5 
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USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.   Complaints of 
discrimination should be sent to:  USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
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