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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT BROADBAND LOAN 
TO EXPAND RURAL ACCESS  

TO HIGH-SPEED INTERNET TECHNOLOGY 
 

 

Bismarck, ND - May 4, 2004. . . North Dakota Governor John Hoeven today joined 

USDA Rural Development State Director Clare Carlson in a check presentation to a North 

Dakota business.  Receiving the check were representatives from Daktel Communications, LLC 

of Carrington, North Dakota. 

“This funding is good news for our rural communities,” Hoeven said.  “We 

are committed to continuing our efforts to building a first-class high speed broadband data 

network in the entire state, linking our small communities and rural areas with the world. In this 

information age the high speed communications that Daktel Communications and other rural 

telephone cooperatives provide is vital to North Dakota.” 

 “I appreciate Governor Hoeven helping the Bush Administration highlight its 

commitment to rural America by helping broadband and telecommunication providers like 

Daktel keep current with new technology to meet the needs of rural residents,” said Carlson.  

“President Bush and his administration understand that in order to compete in the global 

marketplace, rural areas need and deserve to have access to technology like high speed internet.  

USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities.” 

The Bush Administration today approved 20 rural broadband and telecommunications 

loans totaling $190 million to expand access to advanced technology in 19 states. 

Daktel Communications, LLC received a USDA broadband loan for $15,550,000 to 

provide broadband connectivity to the city of Jamestown, located in Stutsman County.   
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Plans for the funding will go toward five primary areas:  network and access equipment, plant 

construction, land acquisition for a communications hut, customer premise equipment, generator 

and maintenance trunks, and other system improvements. 

The USDA broadband loan program is designed to provide loans for the construction, 

improvement and acquisition of facilities and equipment to provide broadband services to 

eligible rural communities.  The program's goal is to ensure that rural consumers enjoy the same 

quality and range of telecommunications services that are available in urban and suburban 

communities. 

“This Rural Development loan will help Daktel Communications, LLC provide access to 

broadband systems for their customers in rural areas which is vital to keeping small businesses 

competitive and citizens’ quality of life high,” continued Carlson.  “The Federal funding for high 

speed internet projects was a key initiative of the Bush Administration in the 2002 Farm Bill.” 

In addition, they received a telecommunication loan for $7.5 million awarded to Dakota 

Central Telecom I, also of Carrington, which will provide new and improved telephone service 

to Foster, Stustman and Logan Counties.  Plans for the funding will go toward providing service 

to 60 new subscribers, construction of 1,395 miles of fiber and cable line, ATM/Fram relay, 

ADSL and VDSL equipment, implement FTTH to residential and business subscribers in 

Carrington, and other necessary system improvements 

USDA Rural Development supports economic development efforts to rural communities 

in rural America by awarding loans through its Rural Utility Program.  The funding to these two 

projects will provide 21st Century vision that will bring new economic opportunities to the 

residents of the Carrington and Jamestown areas. 

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural economic and 

community development needs.  Its mission is to deliver programs that will support increased 

economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  It administers 

financial and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business 

development and critical community and technology infrastructure.  

In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $73.5 million dollars in 

loan and grant financing to North Dakota citizens.  For more information, please visit our web 

site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 


