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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PARTICIPATES 
IN GROUND-BREAKING CEREMONIES 

 

SPIRIT LAKE, August 5, 2004 – During ground breaking ceremonies for the new water 

tower in St. Michael today, USDA Rural Development State Director Clare Carlson presented a 

symbolic check to the Spirit Lake Tribe in the amount of $711,500.  The money represents a 

grant through the Rural Utilities Native American Tribal set-a-side program. 

“We’re happy for the residents of St. Michael and surrounding rural areas, because upon 

completion of the new water tower, the community will have an adequate supply of water.  

USDA Rural Development’s portion of the funding for this project represents President George 

Bush’s commitment to rural America,” said Carlson. 

The grant funds will be used to construct a new 325,000 gallon water tower.  The existing 

storage system, which is approximately 25 years old, does not have adequate capacity to meet 

the current and future needs of the rural area.   

“It is gratifying to know that this community will have ample water pressure to provide 

good clean water to their homes for many years to come,” continued Carlson. 

Total project is estimated at $1,026,000 with the remaining funds coming from the 

Municipal Rural and Industrial (MR&I) water program, which is administered through the 

Bureau of Reclamation.  The facility will serve about 461 rural residential users and the 

community of St. Michael. 

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural economic and 

community development needs.  Its mission is to deliver programs that will support increased 

economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  It administers 

financial and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business 

development and critical community and technology infrastructure.    

In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $73.5 million dollars in 

loan and grant financing to North Dakota citizens.  For more information, please visit our web 

site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 


