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RURAL DEVELOPMENT CELEBRATES
HOMEOWNERSHIP IN MC CANNA

“Rural Development helps individual become homeowner”

MC CANNA, June 30, 2004 — June has been declared as National Homeownership
Month by President George W. Bush, as announced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In
the spirit of homeownership, and in celebration of National Homeownership Month, USDA
Rural Development is marking the celebration locally by highlighting the story of Allan Laurila.

Allan Laurila always dreamed of some day owning his own home. Being on a limited
income and disability, Allan could not qualify for a traditional bank loan to purchase a home.
Little did he know luck would soon be coming his way.

Allan learned about the USDA Rural Development’s Single Family Loan Program
through Regina Kerr of the Office of Urban Development-Grand Forks Housing Authority in
Grand Forks. Allan currently was participating in HUD’s Section 8 Program. Because of a
change in authority for the use of Section 8 Program funds in September 2000, HUD is able to
provide tenant based assistance to eligible applicants toward the purchase of a home.

Soon after being qualified, Allan selected a home in McCanna, a small rural community
within a short driving distance from his job at the Grand Forks Air Force Base.

Total funding package include: a Single Family Housing 502 Direct loan by the USDA
Rural Development for the purchase of the home; a Home Ownership Acquisition Rehab
Program (HARP) grant for home repairs by Red River Valley Community Action in Grand
Forks; and continued use of the Section 8 Program by the Office of Urban Development-Grand
Forks Housing Authority.

“USDA has a long history of assisting rural citizens achieve and maintain the dream of
homeownership,” said Carlson. “We appreciate the efforts of our partners helping to put
together this financial package.”

Committed to the future of rural communities.
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Through the partnership of three agencies and four programs, Allan Laurila’s dream
became reality when he became a first-time homeowner on February 20, 2004.

During the celebration today at the Laurila home, Clare Carlson, North Dakota Rural
Development State Director, presented a ceremonial key to Allan symbolizing the American
dream of homeownership.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural economic and
community development needs. Its mission is to deliver programs that will support increased
economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents. It administers financial
and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development
and critical community and technology infrastructure. Rural Development is committed to the
future of rural communities.

In Fiscal Year 2003, USDA Rural Development provided over $73.5 million dollars in

loan and grant financing to North Dakota citizens. For more information, please visit our web

site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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