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                                  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE    

                                                                     RURAL DEVELOPMENT

                                        Rm. 152 Federal Building  100 Centennial Mall North  Lincoln, Neb.  68508

                                                           (402) 437-5551 (Phone)  (402) 437-5093 (TDY)  (402) 437-5408 (Fax) 


Roger Meeks, Rural Development Specialist  Lincoln, Nebraska  (402) 423-9683

Chris Swenson, Village of Craig  Craig, Nebraska  (402) 377-2144

USDA ASSISTS VILLAGE OF CRAIG WITH 

COMMUNITY CENTER RENOVATIONS 

Lincoln, Neb., July 25--The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development announced today, the funding of $15,000 in grant funds to the Village of Craig to assist with renovations needed to convert the high school gym into a community center.  The center will provide the 241 rural residents of Craig with a place to congregate for meetings, weddings, family reunions, banquets, youth programs, church events and other social and cultural events.

"Once completed, the community center will be a real asset to the community as the Village currently does not have a place to gather," stated Roger Meeks, rural development specialist for Nebraska USDA Rural Development.  "The Village support for this center is strong

as witnessed in the local donations and the volunteer time and labor that have been put into the project."

The Village acquired title to the Craig High School gym through the consolidation of the Oakland and Craig School districts.  Due to lack of funds, the proper maintenance and upgrades to the facility had not been made, leaving the Village with the decision of whether to vacate the building.  At this point, community volunteers decided to renovate the facility on a three-year plan through donations and volunteer labor and are into their second year.  Another phase is proposed for fiscal year 2003 as funds allow.  The Village will contribute $17,000 in conjunction with the USDA funds, to make renovations that will enable the facility to be fully operational.  The Village of Craig community center will be managed by the Village and will be accessible to the public year round.

“So far we have had over 1,000 hours of volunteer labor on renovations of the facility.  The USDA Grant is much needed and will now allow us to complete this very important project for the community of Craig, stated Rod Christenson, chairperson for the restoration project.  I truly appreciate the support we have received from the folks in the USDA rural development office.  They have been great to work with.”

USDA Rural Development is a credit arm of the U.S. Department of Agriculture serving the needs of rural communities unable to secure acceptable credit elsewhere, to help them finance needed facilities.  In some cases, USDA Rural Development guarantees repayment of loans made by private lenders. 

The grant funds were provided through the USDA Rural Development Community Facility Grant Program.  For additional information contact USDA Rural Development Specialist Roger Meeks at 6030 South 58th Street Suite B, Lincoln, NE  68516 or phone (402) 423-9683, (402) 437-5093 (TDY).  Visit http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne/.
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USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to USDA, Director, OCR, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.
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