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USDA ANNOUNCES $24.8 MILLION TO ASSIST RURAL COMMUNITIES
Nearly $10 Million to Support First Responder Efforts in 23 States and Territories

WASHINGTON, Aug. 24, 2004—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today
announced that 312 community facility funding requests from 33 states and U.S. Territories have
been selected to receive $24.8 million in grant funds to assist with community development
projects.

“The Bush Administration is committed to improving the quality of life for America’s
rural citizens by enhancing local community facilities and services,” Veneman said. “These
funds include nearly $10 million to support rural emergency responder efforts as part of the
Administration’s First Responder Initiative.”

The funds announced today are a major investment in the lives and security of rural
citizens and are part of the Bush Administration’s ongoing support of rural communities and
their ability to promote economic development, gain access to better community services and
enhanced preparations for emergency situations. USDA Rural Development provides financing
of a variety of community facilities, such as: libraries, courthouses, fire and rescue facilities and
equipment, police and emergency vehicles and services and other community focused facilities
and services. Veneman said that the Bush Administration has invested over $1.5 billion to
address essential community needs that assist with public safety, education, health care, cultural,
transportation, and other public needs. As part of this overall investment, funding has been
provided to purchase nearly 600 fire trucks and 150 police cars, and construct or renovate nearly
100 medical facilities, 71 public or charter schools and 155 child care centers. In addition, $29
million in grant funds have been invested in 93 telemedicine grant projects to develop
technologies needed to enhance medical care involving 846 health care institutions.

Nebraska received a total of over $200,000 awarded to five grant recipients for the

following projects:

e Village of Winnebago-$174,300 economic impact initiative grant for fire truck

purchase.

e Brown County Hospital-$13,950 community facility grant to acquire surgery

equipment.

e Village of Winnetoon-$13,200 community facility grant for early warning system.

e Rock County Hospital-$9,500 community facility grant to procure generator.

e North Loup Rural Fire Protection District-$3,400 community facility grant to

acquire thermal imaging camera.
A complete list of the selected grant recipients and projects can be found at
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/news.htm. Funding of selected applicants will be
contingent upon meeting the conditions of the grant agreements.
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USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support
increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture
capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster
growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology
infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural
Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

In Nebraska contact the USDA Rural Development State Office at 402-437-5561, Rm.
152 Federal Building 100 Centennial Mall North Lincoln, NE 68508. Visit
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne.




