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NATIONAL RURAL DEVELOPMENT
PARTNERSHIP ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2004





Now is the time to make your plans to attend the National Rural Development Partnership Annual Conference.  This conference is designed to share effective rural development practices and successes; to build stronger, collaborative partnerships for a more viable rural America; and to mold and guide the national rural policy dialogue.  Who should attend?  State Rural Development Council Leaders, Executive Directors, and Members.  Also, USDA-Rural Development State Directors, Federal and State Agencies, Empowerment Zone-Enterprise Communities, Rural Development Practitioners, and others interested and involved in Rural Development.

The conference will be held at the Cox Convention Center in exciting downtown Oklahoma City(OKC).  Oklahoma City is a city revitalized and reborn with a fresh outlook and a promising future.  You will find “Bricktown,” Oklahoma City’s newest entertainment and dining district, one block east of the Convention Center.  In the midst of the district, take a stroll along the mile-long canal or ride one of the water taxis. Bricktown is also the home of the OKC Redhawks, the Triple-A affiliate of the Texas Rangers, which plays at the newly built SBC Ballpark.  They will be having home games scheduled during the conference time period.  A few blocks north of the Convention Center is the Oklahoma City National Memorial and Memorial Center, a memorial to the tragic bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building.  For additional information on OKC and current events please visit the OKC Visitor and Convention Service website at www.visitokc.com or www.downtownokc.com.

Hotel accommodations have been made at the Four Diamond Renaissance Hotel and the Courtyard by Marriott.  Both of these facilities are in close proximity of the Cox Convention Center for your convenience.  The conference rate for these hotels is $99 double or single occupancy.  Call 405-228-8000 and ask for “Rural Development” when making your reservation. This block will be held only until July 29.  After this date, rate and space cannot be guaranteed.  Please note that the hotels do not offer shuttle service from the Oklahoma City airport.  Taxi service and rental cars are available on the airport property.  If additional transportation assistance is needed, please contact Kary Kiner at 405-744-9904 or email kkary@okstate.edu.

The registration form is enclosed.  Early registrations will be accepted until July 29 for the rate of $295 for full conference attendees.  After July 29, full conference rate will be $350.  Check or PO will be accepted for registration payment.  We are unable to process credit card payments at this time.

Please review the enclosed working agenda.  This will provide a glimpse of what you have to look forward to by attending this event.  On-going updates of the conference agenda as well as other current conference information can be viewed by visiting the NRDP website: www.rurdev.usda.gov/nrdp.

In addition to the educational sessions, the off-site tours, the learning stations, and informative keynotes, two nights of “Oklahoma Entertainment” will be provided at no additional charge!

Don’t Delay!!  Get your registration and hotel accommodations made ASAP for this exciting time.

Further information and questions can be addressed to:
 Rita Cavanaugh(rita@okstate.edu) or

                                              Kary Kiner (kkary@okstate.edu)



                                                                            Phone:  405-744-6049
Fax:  405-744-7268


