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2005 Share Your Heritage Workshops Announced
Washington, D.C. (February 8, 2005) – The National Trust for Historic Preservation announced today that four cultural heritage tourism projects have been selected to host Share Your Heritage workshops in 2005. These interactive workshops were designed by the National Trust’s Heritage Tourism Program to bring together 30 community, regional and state leaders representing a variety of disciplines to develop sustainable cultural heritage tourism strategies. 
“The two-day workshops bring together diverse community representatives from tourism, preservation, the arts and other fields to address specific cultural heritage tourism challenges and issues,” said Amy Webb, director of the National Trust’s Heritage Tourism Program. “By providing this intensive assistance, we help participants develop a cultural heritage tourism action plan to guide their project’s implementation.”  

The workshops are funded by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the USDA Rural Development Office of Community Development, and local sponsors. They are designed to address specific cultural heritage tourism issues, and allow participants to work with national faculty on “problem solving” teams to learn from real life success stories which serve as models and inspiration for the issues at hand. Sessions include cross-discipline training, cultural heritage tourism instruction using expert national and local experts and interactive training and problem solving exercises. 

“The synergy generated between Share Your Heritage workshop participants and the faculty results in creative ideas and a practical plan to turn those ideas into reality,” noted Tony Tighe, intergovernmental affairs specialist with the NEA.
“During the workshops, we have seen new partnerships formed, creative strategies developed, and action plans outlined to make it all happen.”
Local hosts for the 2005 workshops are:
Wind River Visitors Council, Fremont County, Wyoming– Key stakeholders in Fremont County, Wyoming (one of the largest counties in the United States), will work together during this workshop to develop a county-wide tour of cultural tourism, including historic trails and the Wind River Indian Reservation.
Northwest Colorado Cultural Heritage Tourism Initiative–This workshop will bring together leaders from three counties and ten communities in Colorado’s Yampa Valley to explore the development of regional cultural corridors along with a marketing strategy as part of an overall cultural heritage tourism plan for Northwest Colorado.  

Maine Mountain Heritage Network– Project includes 4 counties in Maine working together to use arts and heritage tourism as the core catalyst for regional development.  Participants in this workshop will work together to develop arts and heritage tourism experiences and products that make best use of local cultural, historical and natural resources.
Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference- Southwest Alaska includes 54 communities and 55 federally recognized tribes.  This workshop will bring key players together to build consensus around a region-wide cultural tourism strategy to link attractions, integrate cultural tourism into the small ship cruise market and the interpretation of the Alaska Marine Highway National Scenic Byway, and develop coordinated marketing strategies to develop and pitch cultural heritage tourism stories to targeted travel media.
Share Your Heritage is an initiative of Partners in Tourism, a coalition of national cultural organizations and agencies that is coordinated by the National Trust's Heritage Tourism Program. Funded by American Express and the National Endowment for the Arts,  Share Your Heritage also provides success story publications and cultural heritage tourism training materials. For information about how to host a Share Your Heritage workshop to order the success story publications, visit www.nthp.org or call (303) 623-1504. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, nonprofit membership organization dedicated to protecting the irreplaceable.  Recipient of the National Humanities Medal, the Trust provides leadership, education and advocacy to save America’s diverse historic places and revitalize communities.  Its Washington, DC headquarters staff, six regional offices and 25 historic sites work with the Trust’s members and thousands of local community groups in all 50 states.  For more information, visit www.nthp.org.
