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OCD Update



June 28, 2004
Luis Luna Tabbed to be EPA Assistant Administrator

On June 4, 2004, President Bush nominated Luis Luna, currently the Deputy Administrator of OCD, for a position as Assistant Administrator of Administration and Resource Management at the Environmental Protection Agency. Luis has served as Deputy Administrator at OCD since the Fall of 2002. For more information on Luis’ appointment, please click on the link to see the complete White House Personnel Announcement. The staff here at OCD would like to say thank you and wish him all the best in his new position. 
Tim Ryan will be stepping in to run OCD when Luis leaves. Barbara Nelson will remain at OCD as well. Tim will add to the other hats he now wears: USDA-RD State Director for Montana, and Acting Deputy Under Secretary for Policy and Planning position in Rural Development. The staff of OCD offers him a warm welcome and looks forward to our future collaboration. 
New Staff at USDA-RD Office of Community Development
OCD is pleased to announce several new additions to the staff. 
OCD's new Rural Policy Fellows for 2004-2005 are Jen Larson from the Red River Valley of North Dakota, Beth Peck of the Four Corners region in Colorado, and Nate Watson, a lifelong native of communities in rural Georgia. OCD is also pleased to have four outstanding summer interns in 2004: Kimberly Huyser, Marissa Munoz, Jennifer Walker, and Greg Johnson. Interns and Fellows serve as vital full-time staff during their time at OCD, leading and assisting important projects and on-going work while taking advantage of vast educational and professional development opportunities. Please click on their names above to access their bios and contact information. 
Also, OCD is pleased to announce the hiring of Gelena Constantine as a Rural Development Specialist in the Community Resources Division. Formerly detailed to OCD from the Rural Housing Service, Gelena is already a fully-functioning member of the OCD team. 
SRDC Success Story Database 
The State Rural Development Council Success Story Database has undergone major repairs in the past two months. We are pleased to announce that the revised database is available online at the NRDP portion of the Rural Development website. Designed to share information and activities that have created positive impacts in rural communities, this research tool allows users to search by state, topic, and/or partnering organization(s) by choosing from dropdown lists—the more parameters selected, the more tailored the search.

A “Success Story” describes a critical piece of work done by an SRDC (often a project, initiative, activity, or event) that has made a significant impact on one or more rural communities. In addition to “Success Stories,” the database includes some “Works in Progress.” A Work in Progress describes a Council's project or ongoing activity that has not yet been completed. 
Federal Recognition of State Rural Development Councils

Mississippi is the newest State Rural Development Council to gain Federal full-recognition status. In addition, the Iowa, Colorado, Rhode Island, North Dakota, and South Carolina Councils have been upgraded from provisional to full-recognition status.
Thirty states now have fully-recognized SRDCs: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
Eight SRDCs are provisionally-recognized and will receive full recognition if they complete their requirements. These states include: Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Maine, New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania. 
The deadline for State Rural Development Councils to obtain federal recognition is June 30th. 

2004 NRDP Annual Leadership Conference to be hosted by Oklahoma Rural Development Council 

 NRDP Annual Conference: Oklahoma City (August 29-September 2)
Partners across the country are preparing for the NRDP Annual Conference in Oklahoma City, August 29-September 2. This event will bring together the leadership of 38 State Rural Development Councils (SRDCs) with rural development experts from across the nation. Conference registration materials will be distributed via email and mail during the week of June 21.

On June 8 and 9, NRDP national and federal partners met to discuss their potential involvement in the Annual Conference. These partners’ comments helped shape two sessions at the Annual Conference: “Learning Stations” and “Bridge to the 2005 Policy Consultation.” “Learning Stations” will be interactive presentations in an exhibit hall setting. Stations will showcase best practices, promote new programs and policies, or develop alternative approaches to traditional rural challenges. “Bridge to the 2005 Policy Consultation” will plan for the analysis of major programs/policies, laying the foundation for collaborative work leading into the 2005 Policy Consultation. 
A call for “Learning Station” proposals was released June 16, and proposals are due to OCD on July 2. Please contact Jen Larson (202) 690-9833 or jlarson@ocdx.usda.gov with any questions about these sessions. 
Reminder: SRDCs are reminded to read their cooperative agreements in regard to attendance at the upcoming NRDP Conference in Oklahoma. According to the agreements, all SRDCs are required to have at least two representatives at the conference. 
Rollout of the Management Analysis Reporting System (MARS) 
Suzette Agans, RD Specialist and lead developer of the Management Analysis Reporting System (MARS), is pleased to announce its official rollout to the internal operations of RD. 
MARS was built as an internet tool to capture Rural Development's text-based information, such as success stories, activities, best practices, grant and loan announcements, and upcoming events. Normally, it will be used for the Weekly Report, but will also provide a searchable archive of RD events and successes that can be replicated. Currently, eleven State Rural Development offices have been trained to use the new MARS. The RD National Office hopes to have thirteen more state offices trained in the coming week, and to have all state offices using the system by August 30. 
For more information or help with MARS, RD employees should contact Suzette Agans at sagans@ocdx.usda.gov. If Suzette is unavailable, contact RD Specialist Gelena Constantine at gconstantine@ocdx.usda.gov . 
Closeout Memo for EZ/EC’s
OCD recently held a closeout discussion with its Round I Federal EZ/EC partners -- HUD and HHS. The meeting re-energized programmatic contact among the agencies and started a joint discussion on how best to assist Round I Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities close out their grant project period and, in the case of the Enterprise Communities, their designations. The Round I grant project period is set to expire on December 21, 2004. Round I Enterprise Community designations expire December 31, 2004. Round I Empowerment Zone designations were extended until December 31, 2009. If you have any questions or concerns please contact Tedd Buelow at (202) 260-5979 or tbuelow@ocdx.usda.gov
Slice of Life Photography Contest

OCD is hosting its first ever Community Photography Contest, entitled “A Slice of Life.” All EZ/EC, REAP Zones, SRDCs and Champion Communities were invited to submit snapshots depicting positive images and/or reflections of impacts their organization has made on the community. The deadline for submissions was June 21st. A panel of judges from OCD will select 3-5 photographs from each of the three categories: “People Doing Community Development,” “Innovative Community Development Projects,” and “Before and After.” 
Winners will be announced on the OCD website on Monday, July 26th. Winning photographs will then be displayed at the Community Development Exhibit during the NRDP Conference August 30th through September 2nd in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and placed on permanent display in the USDA Rural Development National Office. 
Farewell to Norm Brown and Dave Barr
Norm Brown, Management Analyst at OCD, recently left the agency to undertake a new professional opportunity with the United States Department of Homeland Security. He is now a manager in Homeland Security's Office of the Inspector General. 
David Barr, Rural Policy Fellow at OCD, completed his two-year Fellowship at USDA-RD in June, and has recently accepted a position with the American Public Works Association as a manager for the Rural Transportation Assistance Program.

Norm's and David's presences, and outstanding service, at USDA Rural Development over the past few years will be greatly missed. The staff at OCD extends its gratitude to both and we wish them the best in their new positions.
Ron Shaffer Award

Nominations for the Ron Shaffer Award are due June 30, 2004. The Ron Shaffer Award is given to an individual who embodies the values necessary to build a national and state rural development partnership that meets the diverse needs of rural America. The person or council nominated must meet at least three out of the following six criteria: overcoming barriers, collaboration and partnership, impact, diversity and inclusion, leadership development, and well-grounded overall efforts. Winners will then be chosen by a diverse panel representing USDA Rural Development, the National Rural Development Council, the NRDP Executive Board, Partners for Rural America, and the network of State Rural Development Councils.
For complete guidelines or to send nominations, please contact Esther Ellsworth (eellsworth@ocdx.usda.gov) at USDA Rural Development. You may direct questions to Esther by e-mail or phone (202-720-1534).
That Time of Year Again
With summertime here, can Fall Benchmark Management System (BMS) Update time be far behind? If you are one of Rural Development’s Supported Communities, i.e. an EZ, EC, CC, or REAP, it’s time to start thinking about getting your benchmarks in shape for the September BMS update. A reminder letter is in preparation here at OCD and will be sent out to all (even the Round I) Communities sometime during July. Don’t wait, begin your updates today!
State Rural Development Council Quarterly Reports Due

SRDC cooperative agreements require quarterly progress reports to be submitted in the thirty days following the end of the quarter. Some Councils have already submitted the first quarterly report (January – March). However, due to the delay in getting cooperative agreements in place, Councils who have not already submitted the first quarterly report may submit one report covering both quarters, outlining progress made in carrying out their work plans. 
Reports should be submitted to the appropriate desk officer, with a copy to the USDA-RD State Director, via e-mail, fax or hard copy. Reports are due no later than July 30, 2004.
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