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Community Development Program Update
2004 National Rural Development Partnership (NRDP) Annual Conference Coming Up

 NRDP Annual Conference: Oklahoma City (August 29-September 2)
Partners across the country are preparing for the NRDP Annual Conference in Oklahoma City, August 29-September 2. This event will bring together the leadership of 38 State Rural Development Councils (SRDCs) with rural development experts from across the nation. Conference registration materials were distributed via email and mail, and updated materials can be found online at the conference webpage here.

USDA Rural Development will be hosting two sessions at the conference: “Learning Stations” and “Bridge to the 2005 Policy Consultation.” “Learning Stations” will be interactive presentations in an exhibit hall setting. Stations will showcase best practices, promote new programs and policies, or develop alternative approaches to traditional rural challenges. “Bridge to the 2005 Policy Consultation” will plan for the analysis of major programs/policies, laying the foundation for collaborative work leading into the 2005 Policy Consultation. 
Please contact Jen Larson (202) 690-9833 or jlarson@ocdx.usda.gov with any questions about these sessions. 

Reminder: According to their cooperative agreements, all SRDCs are required to have at least two representatives at the upcoming NRDP Conference. Early bird registration ended July 29th and hotel rooms are filling up fast, so register today!

**Conference registration in Oklahoma will be at the Cox Convention Center and not at participating hotels. Please go to the Convention Center to register and pick up your conference materials. **
Kosovars Visit the Office of Community Development (OCD)

 On June 29, Five Kosovo nationals visited the Office of Community Development on a State Department sponsored mission. All five were Chief Executive Officers of their respective municipalities.  The visitors learned about community development in the United States and why the EZ/EC program has been such a success at the local level. OCD hopes to share its successes with more international visitors in the future.
OCD Participates in the Hispanic Youth Symposium
Several members of the Office of Community Development recently helped host the first-ever Greater Washington, DC Hispanic Youth Symposium in Washington D.C. Vivian Velasco, Maria Ortiz, and Marissa Munoz helped plan USDA’s involvement in the event, and Ms. Velasco also served as Mistress of Ceremonies for the closing day.

The Hispanic Youth Symposium was a three day event developed to empower Hispanic Youth in the Greater Washington, DC area and to teach them tools that will help them further their education and broaden career options.  The event took place from July 21-23 at Marymount University in Arlington, VA with 75 high school and GED students attending. The students participated in numerous college and career workshops, a college fair, and scholarship competitions in the areas of speech, talent, and art. Five major organizations, the Department of Energy, Department of Agriculture, Enterprise for Hispanic Youth Foundation, Hispanic College Fund and Marymount University participated in the planning and coordination of the event.  
Other members of OCD: Jen Walker, Jen Larson, Nate Watson, Beth Peck, and Kim Huyser, also contributed, along with agency personnel from the offices of Civil Rights and the Food and Nutrition Service. For more information see the Hispanic Youth Symposium flier or contact gcushman@hispanicfund.org.
Rollout of New National Rural Development Partnership (NRDP) Website

The new NRDP website is up and running at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/nrdp. The updated NRDP site has a new look and lots of new content; OCD encourages all partners to explore and familiarize themselves with the new site. Please email comments, suggestions, updated information, or broken links to Beth Peck, NRDP Webmaster, bpeck@ocdx.usda.gov .
National Rural Development Council Meets with Congressional Rural Caucus
The National Rural Development Council (NRDC) held a meeting on July 12, 2005 in the United States Rayburn House Office Building with the Congressional Rural Caucus. The guest speaker was Jeff Vorberger, Legislative Director for Representative John Peterson (R-PA), co-Chairman of the Congressional Rural Caucus. Mr. Vorberger discussed the structure and objectives of the Congressional Rural Caucus with the NRDC and also took questions from members of the council. For more information or to view a copy of the minutes, please see the NRDC portion of the NRDP website.   
And the winner is . . .
In May 2004, Rural Development’s Community Development Programs introduced its first “Slice of Life” Photography Contest.  EZ/EC, REAP Zones, SRDCs and Champion Communities were invited to showcase their best community snapshot based on three categories; People Doing Community Development Work, Before and After and Innovative Community Development Projects.  These photographs reflect the impact that each community has made in rural community work. The winners are:
“Hands Across the Mountain” Champion Community 

People Doing Community Development Work Category

Clinch-Powell Enterprise Community 

Before and After Category





Tulare County Champion Community

People Doing Community Development Work Category 

Southwest Reap Zone

Innovative Community Development Projects Category

 

More information on this year’s winners can be found on the OCD website . Winning photographs will be given to the respective communities and will also be displayed at the NRDP Annual Conference in Oklahoma City, and placed on permanent display in the USDA Rural Development National Office. 

We here at OCD would like to thank everyone for participating in this contest. It is great to see what we are all working for: a better rural America. 
New Acting Deputy at USDA-RD Office of Community Development

OCD is pleased to introduce its new Acting Deputy Administrator, Tim Ryan, who will be adding to the other hats he now wears: USDA-RD State Director for Montana, and Acting Deputy Under Secretary for Policy and Planning position in Rural Development. Tim will be assisted by Barbara Nelson, Confidential Assistant to the Deputy Administrator.
Tim will be temporarily replacing OCD’s former Deputy Administrator, Luis Luna, who accepted a position as Assistant Administrator of Administration and Resource Management at the Environmental Protection Agency. Luis served as Deputy Administrator at OCD from the Fall of 2002. 

Farewell to Vivian Velasco, Esther Ellsworth and Conley Chaney
Summer has meant a host of goodbyes at the Office of Community Development:

Esther Ellsworth, Rural Policy Fellow at OCD, completed her yearlong Fellowship at USDA-RD on June 30. She has returned home to Arizona to get married and begin working in education. 
Conley Chaney, Rural Policy Fellow at OCD, completed his yearlong Fellowship at USDA-RD July 14. He has returned home to his native Kentucky to continue work on rural issues and begin preparations for law school. 
Vivian Velasco, Rural Policy Fellow at OCD, has served at the National Partnership Office for the past two years. She returned home on August 4th to attend law school at the University of California-Berkley, Boalt Hall. 
Through their dedication, commitment, and hard work, Esther, Conley, and Vivian have provided outstanding service for USDA Rural Development. Their presence at OCD will be greatly missed. The staff at OCD extends its gratitude to all three and wishes them the best in their future endeavors.

Federal Recognition of State Rural Development Councils

Congratulations are in order for Kansas, New York, Maine, and Idaho, the newest State Rural Development Councils (SRDCs) to gain Federal full-recognition status. 
Thirty-four states now have fully-recognized SRDCs: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
National Rural Development (RD) Conferences
Several members of the OCD staff recently traveled to Denver, Colorado, July 19-24 for the Western RD National Conference. OCD sponsored four sessions at the Denver RD Conference: Successful RD 101, Successful RD 202, Bring It Home, and Collaborative Partnershipping. OCD staff was particularly impressed with the coordination and organization of the Denver conference, the broad representation of state offices present, and the excellent modules on diversity training and tribal issues.

OCD will again be hosting 7 sessions at the upcoming RD Eastern Conference August 16-20, 2004 in Washington, D.C. State Directors, Assistants to the State Director, Administrative Programs Directors, and Human Resources Managers are all required to attend. Other attendees from the States will be at the discretion of the State Director. 
The goal of the RD National Conferences is to increase economic opportunities and improve the quality of life in rural America through program delivery. For more information, go to www.usdaruralfuture.com/dc/ .
Ron Shaffer Award

Nominations for the Ron Shaffer award were due to OCD June 30th, and the panel currently is busily reviewing them. OCD wishes to congratulate all of the outstanding nominees this year, and thank all those who submitted information on their behalf. Winners will be announced at the 2004 NRDP Annual Conference at the end of August.

The Ron Shaffer Award is given to an individual who embodies the values necessary to build a national and state rural development partnership that meets the diverse needs of rural America. The person or council nominated must meet at least three out of the following six criteria: overcoming barriers, collaboration and partnership, impact, diversity and inclusion, leadership development, and well-grounded overall efforts. Winners will then be chosen by a diverse panel representing USDA Rural Development, the National Rural Development Council, the NRDP Executive Board, Partners for Rural America, and the network of State Rural Development Councils.
For more information, please contact Jen Larson at USDA Rural Development jlarson@ocdx.usda.gov or 202-690-4749. 
A Farewell to Interns

With Fall just around the corner, the time for interns to return home has arrived. This summer OCD was privileged to host an energetic, diverse, and engaging group of interns: 

Jennifer Walker, a senior at Texas A&M, will be graduating in December 2004 with a B.S. in Agricultural Development – Leadership Studies, with an emphasis in Business, Politics, and Agricultural Education. While at OCD, she was involved with many issues including Rural Road Trips, research on rural centers and SRDCs, RD Conferences, and the NRDP Annual Conference in Oklahoma City.
Kim Huyser, an intern with the Washington Internships for Native Students (WINS) program, will be returning to the University of Texas at Austin to finish her graduate studies in Sociology. She recently completed a research project comparing the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development and the USDA Rural Development Office of Community Development.
Marissa Munoz, originally from Texas, will be returning to the University of Columbia to finish a Masters in Public Administration. Marissa, along with OCD staffers Vivian Velasco and Maria Ortiz, helped organize the first-ever Hispanic Youth Symposium in Washington, DC (see related article in this Update). Her main project was researching and producing a report on Rural Policy—past and present.
We would like to thank all the interns for their hard work and dedication over the summer, and wish them the best in the future. 

Update your Benchmarks Today

Now that Summer is ending, the Benchmark Management System (BMS) Update time is rapidly approaching. If you are one of Rural Development’s Supported Communities, i.e. an EZ, EC, CC, or REAP, it’s time to start thinking about getting your benchmarks in shape for the September BMS update. A reminder letter was sent out to everyone mid-July. Don’t wait, begin your updates today! 
State Rural Development Council (SRDC) Quarterly Reports Past Due
If your SRDC has not yet submitted the required quarterly progress reports, time is running out to do so. SRDC cooperative agreements require quarterly progress reports to be submitted in the thirty days following the end of the quarter. Some Councils have already submitted the first quarterly report (January – March). However, due to the delay in getting cooperative agreements in place, Councils who have not already submitted the first quarterly report may submit one report covering both quarters, outlining progress made in carrying out their work plans. 

Reports have been received from Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Maryland, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington, and Wisconsin. 
Reports should be submitted to the appropriate desk officer, with a copy to the USDA-RD State Director, via e-mail, fax or hard copy. Reports were due July 30, 2004. 

New Improvements in the SRDC Success Story Database
The State Rural Development Council Success Story Database has undergone significant improvements during the past two months. We are pleased to announce that the revised database is available online at the NRDP portion of the Rural Development website. The Success Story Database is designed to share information and activities that have created positive impacts in rural communities. This research tool allows users to search by state, topic, and/or partnering organization(s) by choosing from dropdown lists—the more parameters selected, the more tailored the search.

A “Success Story” describes a critical piece of work done by an SRDC and their partners (often a project, initiative, activity, or event) that has made a significant impact on one or more rural communities. In addition to “Success Stories,” the database includes some “Works in Progress.” A Work in Progress describes a Council's project or ongoing activity that has not yet been completed. 

Additionally, internal procedures and policies have been developed which will ensure each Success Story accurately reflects the accomplishments of the SRDCs and is posted in a timely fashion. If you have any questions please contact Nate Watson.
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