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April 21, 2004
USDA Rural Development to fund SRDCs for FY04

In remarks at the NRDP Policy Consultation in Washington, DC on March 17, 2004, Under Secretary Gilbert G. Gonzalez announced that USDA-RD has made FY04 funding available for State Rural Development Councils meeting the Federal requirements.  Councils receiving funding for FY04 are eligible for the full amount USDA-RD provided per Council in FY03.  Councils must have achieved full or provisional Federal recognition, submit satisfactory work plans, and be recommended for funding by their USDA State RD Director.  Once the SRDCs FY04 Cooperative Agreements are approved and obligations of funds are complete, each State Council will receive a Funds Confirmation Memorandum from USDA-RD Office of Community Development (OCD).  State Councils are required to complete and submit a SF-270 to their Desk Officer in order to draw down funds.  For further information, please contact your OCD Desk Officer.
USDA Rural Development Strategic Planning
OCD is continuing to work with state and national USDA-RD offices to draft a five-year strategic planning document for USDA Rural Development for 2006-2011.  In recent weeks, OCD has received comments back from Rural Business Service, Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service, and USDA-RD Operations and Management.  A lot of hard work has gone into the draft document and into the coordination of this intra-agency effort. 
NRDP Policy Consultation: March 15-17, 2004 in Washington, DC
OCD would like to join the NRDP Executive Board in thanking all who contributed to the 2004 NRDP Policy Consultation held March 15-17, 2004.  The three days of policy dialogues, agency and organization visits, panel discussions, and strategic planning involved over 200 participants representing 27 national non-governmental organizations, 36 state rural development councils, and 47 divisions from 18 Federal departments and agencies.  The Consultation engaged the participants in substantive policy work, forged new partnerships, and was consistently ranked a success. 
Highlights and notes from the 2004 NRDP Policy Consultation will be posted to the NRDP website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/nrdp/ in the coming weeks.
Federal Recognition of State Rural Development Councils

OCD wishes to congratulate the three newest State Rural Development Coucils to gain Federal recognition status. The Missouri and Nebraska Rural Development Councils have achieved full-Federal recognition, and Idaho Rural Partners has achieved provisional-recognition.  Congratulations are also in order for the Connecticut, Nevada, and Oregon Rural Development Councils which have been upgraded from provisional to full-recognition status.

Twenty-four states now have fully-recognized SRDCs: Alaska, Arizona, Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Ohio, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.  

Twelve SRDCs are provisionally-recognized and will receive full recognition if they complete their requirements.  These states include: Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, New York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and South Carolina.  

An SRDC application for Federal recognition is under review for Mississippi.

2004 NRDP Annual Leadership Conference to be hosted by Oklahoma Rural Development Council, August 30th-September 2nd 

The 2004 NRDP Annual Leadership Conference will be held in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, August 30-September 2, 2004.  This conference will seek to build on the momentum of the NRDP Policy Consultation held this spring in Washington, DC, and will include leadership and representatives of national and Federal partners, as well as the State Rural Development Councils.  Oklahoma Rural Development Council, OCD, the NRDP Executive Board, Partners for Rural America and others are working together in the planning process.  If you would like to volunteer on one of the planning sub-committees please contact Sharon Colbert at scolbert@ocdx.usda.gov.

If you would like to be added to the Conference mailing list, please email Bridzette Lane at blane@ocdx.usda.  Please include in the subject line “NRDP Conference Mailing List” and your telephone and fax numbers, as well as your email and mailing addresses in the body of the message.

NOFA Website

USDA-RD Office of Community Development urges community developers and grant seekers to utilize the Notices of Funding Availability (NOFA) website: http://ocd1.usda.gov/nofa.htm.  This online resource allows viewers to search for current funding opportunities gleaned daily from the Federal Register.  We have posted 9 new announcements in the last 3 days!  One recent announcement OCD would like to highlight is the technology centers grant announced by the Department of Education. While no preference is given to EZ/EC or other designated communities, substantial awards have benefited NCE, EZ/EC and Champion Communities.
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