DRAFT 

Minutes of Executive Board Meeting Conference Call

Tuesday, July 18, 2006

Attendees:

Board Members:




Others:
Mary Randolph




Paul Pierson
Mike Wisdom




Sean Pritchett

Clarke Becker




Dave Sears
Scott Truman




Suzette Agans







Sharon Colbert








Jack Shaw








Yvette Butler

1.
Roll call taken; attendees listed above.

2.
June minutes revised and will be approved at the August meeting.

3.
Election of Officers for Chair and Vice-Chair was postponed.
4.
USDA Update:  

Dave Sears gave the following brief report on the reorganization of OCD; 
· Effective 6/26/06, OCD no longer exists and staff has been transferred to three other offices.
· The Desk Officers were assigned to Rural Business/Cooperative Services.
· Desk Officers assignments will remain the same with the exception of Jim Jacobs.   Yvette Butler will temporarily serve Jim’s Councils.  
· Dave Sears is the key contact for NRDP/SRDC.  Barbara Nelson and Bridzette Lane moved to the RBS Administrator’s Office and both are no longer involved with NRDP/SRDC.
· John Dunn, Acting Deputy Administrator for RBS, and Dave Sears will meet with Jack Gleason, Acting Administrator for RBS on July 19th.    List of topics for discussion include the future of NRDP.   

Yvette Butler gave a financial update.    
· As of today, nine SRDC’s have not submitted amendments to their cooperative agreements for the 2nd round of funding (Colorado, Hawaii, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, South Carolina, and Washington). 
· Dave and Mary established July 31st as the deadline for accepting amendments for additional funding.    
· Mary Randolph and Yvette Butler to coordinate notifying the nine Councils of this deadline.    
5.  No Legislative or PRA update.  
6.
Mary Randolph reported on the NRDP Executive Director/Leadership Conference.  The conference, scheduled for September 10-12, in Wyoming, is being hosted by the WY SRDC and Colorado Rural Development Council.   Approximately 60 Council members have expressed interest in attending.  
7.
The 2007 CDS/NRDP Conference will be held June 2007 in Appleton, Wisconsin.   Committees are in the process of being formulated. 

8.
Ron Schaefer Award- It’s uncertain whether there is enough involvement to solicit nominations and select winner in time for the fall meeting.  Mary Randolph will ask input from Board members.    
9.
Next Executive Board Meeting:   2pm (EDT) on Tuesday, August 1, 2006.
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