Minutes of Executive Board Meeting Conference Call

Tuesday, August 7, 2007
ATTENDESS:
Board Members:


Others:

Mary Randolph


Dale Dixon

Clarke Becker



Suzette Agans

Rick Chapman



Sharon Colbert
Mike Wisdom



Yvette Butler 

John Wells



 
1. Roll call taken: attendees listed above.

2. USDA Update:  
A.   Mr. Wells, Director, Cooperative/Community Development Division, introduced himself and discussed his participation with the NRDP.      Dave Sears will continue as Senior Advisor to the NRDP.    
3.  PRA:


A.  Update: The PRA website, www.partnersforruralamerica.org is completely updated.  

B.  Conference: The 2007 Partners for Rural America meeting will be held Post Falls, Idaho, 
Sept. 9-11.  Steve McHenry, former Executive Director for the MD SRDC, will be one of the moderators.  The upcoming PRA conference agenda, speakers, registration, and other information can now be obtained from the PRA website.   
C. Legislation:  USDA Farm Bill reauthorized in the House version, but no dollars amount funded. Next step is Senate review.  
D. Mary invited someone from USDA to attend.

4.  Web Site Corrections:   It was reported that corrections have been made to the NRDP website.  
5.  Other:

Jo Ferguson is a new employee with the Wyoming SRDC. 


Mary reported that there is renewed interest from Veterans Affairs and the possibility of VA attendance at the Idaho meeting. 

6   Next Executive Board Meeting:  11 a.m. (EDT) on Tuesday, Sep. 4, 2007.   

      Note: The  September 2007 EB was not held
      Suggested Agenda items:



- Funding:  Mr. Wells will address who at the National Office is carrying the torch to secure 

   
future funding? 
