Draft Minutes of Executive Board Meeting Conference Call

Tuesday, January 8, 2008
Attendees:

Board Members:


Others:
Michael Wisdom


John Wells
Rick Chapman



Suzette Agans
Brian Calhoun



Sharon Colbert

1. Roll call taken:  attendees listed above.

2. USDA Update:  

Budget for the USDA passed before Christmas.  John Wells stated that in the 
Farm Bill, while there are no dollars in the bill for NRDP, there is language 
supporting the Partnership.  New authorization likely to be introduced by the 
next administration, may address funding.  On a side note there have been cuts 
of over 20% in the dollars appropriated for the rural Empowerment 
Zone/Enterprise Community Grants which expire at the end of this year. 
Cooperative Programs (CP) has embraced a new venture to establish a CP 
research agenda for 2008 and beyond.  The Partnership was asked to identify 
ideas and topics in the areas of community development and cooperatives for 
possible inclusion on the research agenda.  Ultimately, a research action plan 
will be developed to address these research issues.  John will provide 
additional information describing the plan and recent topics of focus. 
3. Website: 

Within the next month or so Suzette Agans or appropriate staff should be receiving a list of NRDP website recommendations from Mary and Brian.  The recommendations will advise what information should be removed.  The current RD website instructs those with questions to “contact us.”  CP (Suzette/Sharon) should be contacted when info is needed.  There has been some discussion about having PRA post and provide oversight and that someone should review the website at regular intervals (monthly or weekly etc).  Brian suggests that we develop a set of bullets to list key considerations and list any problem areas e.g., ownership and relationships with federal and other groups that may arise when posting NRDP web information within the PRA domain.  The list of appropriate steps should include how to alert the Councils.  

4. PRA  Update:

Rick Chapman is working on drafting the Partnership RSVP Program to reconnect with past and present members (may include retired RD State Staff who were active with a council) with the goal to share and disseminate information related to the improvement of rural policy and practices.  Sharon Colbert stated that the RSVP Program might serve not only to aid in identifying and advancing policy issues but also fuel the fire for a future Rural Business Opportunity Grant which by nature is designed to improve the quality of life in rural areas including for example, advancing rural organizational structures, providing education-training to save and/or create jobs, etc.  The program is further explained on the USDA/Rural Development website.

5. Other:

Rick and Michael Wisdom stressed two important issues for the Councils.  First is the importance of preparing white papers for the administration, including state and local leaders in an on-going basis them and others with NRDP key issue.  Also the papers will serve to recall experiences.  The second issue is to make sure what has occurred in various states is reported in an on-going basis on the website.   
6. Next Executive Board Meeting:  Tuesday, February 5, 2008 – 11:00 a.m. (EST)
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