Minutes of Executive Board Meeting Conference Call

Tuesday, December 4, 2007
Attendees:

Board Members:


Others:
Mary Randolph


John Wells

David Jenkins



Suzette Agans

Rick Chapman



Sharon Colbert

Brian Calhoun





Clarke Becker

1. Roll call taken:  attendees listed above.

2. USDA Update:  

A.  John Wells advised the Farm Bill includes language supporting the Partnership.  

B. A web message from one of the visitors to the NRDP website expressed frustration at not being able to read the link for the success stories and also at not being able to understand just what it is the Council does.  Suzette Agans and Sharon Colbert stated that the success stories were submitted to PRA but had not yet posted.  Mary Randolph stated that the site was not yet ready – the site’s hosting and maintenance is being worked on.  Mary and Brian agreed to work together in reviewing and cleaning up the NRDP website and sending recommendations to Suzette by 2/1/2008.  It was also noted that other USDA internal issues affect the speed at which items are now posted to the website.  

3. PRA  Update:

A. The PRA Board held a December Conference Call with Matt Jones of the National Association of Developmental Organizations (NADO). Among other priorities for the coming year the Board is focused to secure dollars to support the Council, and maintain the website.  

B. The Vermont Council will hold the next Planning Meeting in Montpeiler, VT.  The next conference is September 7-9, 2008.

C. The House is expected to reauthorize the “Rural Collaborative and Investment Program” and there is interest at the Veterans Administration in providing future support for SRDCs.

D. Rick Chapman suggested an RSVP Program be developed for the Partnership.  The Program would allow past and present members to reconnect, keep an open line of communication and share knowledge and experiences.

4. Other:

A. Dale Dixon has accepted a position with the Better Business Bureau.  Paul Costello will serve as the new Chairman.  

B. Kelly Haverkampf of the Wisconsin Rural Partners has accepted a University appointment as an Extension Agent with a focus on Community Development.  

C. Scott Truman has accepted a new position.  Paul Calhoun replaces Scott on the Executive Board.

D. Mary will send Suzette a revised Matrix.

5. Next Executive Board Meeting:  Tuesday, January 8,  2008 – 11:00 a.m. (EST) 

