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United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development

MEMORANDUM
To:  
Distribution as indicated below




From:
Sharon Colbert,  Bridge Task Force Leader /s/
Re:  
Your Participation in the National Rural Development Partnership Conference and “Bridge to Policy Consultation”
Date: 
September 10, 2004

I am delighted with the contributions to the thinking as provided in our “Creating a Rural Grant Clearinghouse” session of  the 1 September 04 NRDP Conference held in Oklahoma City.  On behalf of the Office of Community Development I extend to you my sincere appreciation for your participation on the Grants Clearinghouse Task Force.

We believe the Task Force was successful at meeting its goal to further address policies related to improving the quality of life in rural America.  The discussion of various topics and ideas presented during the task force session will serve to guide federal partners and increase the ability of rural areas to use federal resources, particularly grants, to leverage the resources of others.

Your role in discussing the issues, and delivering information on the rural initiatives of the Department of Labor, USDA Rural Information Center, state, and other and private sector entities is very much appreciated and will do much to advance intra and interagency coordination efforts.  
We appreciate your preparations and contributions and commend you for your good work.   Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your support in carrying out the Partnership Conference.  I hope that you will continue your involvement with the Partnership over the coming months as we craft and implement the final Grants Clearinghouse Work Plan.  

Distribution:


Barbara Nelson, Confidential Assistant to the Deputy Administrator/Rural 
  
     
   Development


Rick Wetherill, Director, EP


Pat John, RIC


F. Paul Briggs, U.S. DOL


Bob Lunz, U.S. DOL


Jane Leonard, NN Rural Partners



Steven Bittell, KS Rural Development Council


