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A taskforce of the National Rural Development Partnership

September 25, 2001

2:00pm EDT

Minutes

I.
Welcome & Introductions

· Sandra Chapin, Truman Fellow, Department of Health & Human Services, National Rural Development Partnership

· Karen DeRosier, Executive Director, Florida State Rural Development Council and Chair, Welfare Reform Taskforce

Participants: 

II.
Business Items

· Comments and Feedback to Secretary Thompson’s Rural Initiative:
Secretary’s Rural Initiative and how states can give comments and feedback to the federal register notice. Thompson wants to know how HHS can better serve rural communities by taking a 90-day snapshot of rural services. He wants to know: what’s working, what barriers are faced, and come up with a strategic plan followed by a sustained effort. He wants to be a rural advocate.

Goal #1) Improving rural communities’ access to quality health and human services.

Goal #2) Strengthening Rural Families

Goal #3) Strengthening Rural communities and supporting economic development

Goal #4) Partnering with State and local Tribal governments to support rural communities

Goal #5) Supporting a Rural Voice in federal policy making

III.
Mission Statement:

V.
Future Conference Calls

October Conference Call: 

If you have any comments or questions, please feel free to contact: 

Sandra Chapin

NRDP Truman Fellow

Department of Health & Human Services

Phone: 202-205-3505

Fax: 202-690-5672

Email: sandra.chapin@hhs.gov




Welfare Reform Taskforce
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