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1. Dale Phillips of the Park Service spoke first. He lectured on the various historic trails that have weaved across Indiana since prehistoric times to the present. 

· Buffalo traces, wagon routes, and modern highways all blazed across the state. 

· He is involved in mapping these trails, consulting from town to town with local historians and others in the know about the various byways of animals and people in Indiana's long history. 

· His goal is to create some tourism around these old trails, to pull folks off the main roads into the back country. 

· There are scientific, natural, historical, cultural, archeological, and recreational attractions in the mix that can be capitalized on. 

· Phillips hopes for government recognition of the project through scenic byways designation. 

· The talk was concluded with a lesson on the important connections of Indiana to the Lewis and Clark expedition. 

2. Patty Coon discussed the Illinois Route 66 Heritage Project. 

· Heritage tourism is a kind of “fun history lesson” and this sort of activity is becoming very popular. Last year there were 93 million heritage tourists. Several factors play into this large group of people engaging in heritage tourism: an aging society, people having more money to spend, more education, and affinity for travel with extended family. There is also a need for safer travel closer to home, and an express desire to explore Americana. 

· The Route 66 project in Illinois is very large scale involving 400 miles, 12 counties, and 90+ communities. Illinois happens to have more attractions on its strip of Route 66 then the other seven states it traverses. 

· The legend of Route 66 is rich and this has been helpful. 

· Coon coordinates with all the communities to market their various tourist features and attractions. 

· A key to the success is granting each community on the way wide latitude to make designations about what should be highlighted on their bit of the road. 

· Coon also coordinates state and federal partners in the project. 

· The major bump in the road at present is they can't move fast enough to keep up with the Route 66 marketplace. There are limited resources, best illustrated by the fact that she is one person serving 400 miles.

