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RON SHAFFER AWARD PRESENTION

August 30, 2004

Margaret Mead once said:  “Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the world.  For indeed, that’s all who ever have”.  This year’s Ron Shaffer Award is being presented to one of those caring people that believe there are exciting new opportunities on the horizon for rural communities.   This belief along with the support of the NRDP and this individual’s State Council makes this person a natural for the Ron Shaffer Award.   It would take pages to cover all  this year’s Awardee’s accomplishments  listed in the six criteria set out in the guidelines for the Shaffer Award. The following remarks will only cover the “icing” on these accomplishments of this principled individual.

This year’s Ron Shaffer Award Recipient lives and breathes collaboration and partnerships.  Not only through the NRDP but also in this individual’s  profession.  This individual creates partnerships and successfully completes projects through collaborations.  This person has been instrumental in assuring that ALL partners are involved in the workings of the NRDP and reaching out to new partners.
This year’s Ron Shaffer Award Recipient uses their sense of history to recognize that change will happen in our rural communities.

Just a few years ago, this individual got married on February 15th.   The new spouse was quickly involved in rural development with a combined honey moon and training sessions in 6 rural communities.  
When the citizens of the rural towns of   Muenster, Forrestburg, Montague, Nocona, Ringgold and Spanish Fort,

found out that the newly weds were spending their honey moon and providing training to their citizens they were genuinely touched.  So at each stop the newly weds received neat gifts and wonderful home made deserts.
This individual’s affiliations read like a who’s who in Rural America. Here is a sampling:  

Co-Chair, Presidential Transition Team, National Rural Development Partnership, 2000

· Moderated Congressional Briefings 2000, and 2004, Washington D. C.

·  Provided  Facilitation services at a  White House Conference on Small Business workshops.
· Past Chair and current board member of a State Rural Development Council
“As the Executive Director for the TRP,  I have been fortunate to reap the benefits of this year’s awardee’s  opinions,  wisdom, and leadership, without feeling constrained in my own actions”.  
As the Former Secretary, and Current President, for  Partners for Rural America, Dennis Engelke is  known for his dedication to rural America and his ability to bring people together around a common goal.  
Dennis, you are a rural hero, and you have a good heart.  All of us here tonight look forward to working with you for many more years on rural issues. 

It is with honor and pride that I am able
 to present the Ron Shaffer Award to 
Dennis Engelke from the Great State of Texas. 
