
United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development

MEMORANDUM
To:  
Distribution as indicated below




From:
Sharon Colbert,  Bridge Task Force Leader /s/
Re:  
Notes from Bridge to 2005 Policy Consultation --  September 1, 2004
Date: 
September 10, 2004

This is to advise you that miraculously  Beth Peck, Rural Policy Fellow,  has posted issues related to the Bridge to 2005 Policy Consultation Taskforce  “Creating a Rural Grant Clearinghouse” on our NRDP web site at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/nrdp/.  Information posted there along with the following notes reflects where we are.  By copy of this memorandum, the distribution is encouraged to submit their notes and comments to my e-mail address:  scolbert@ocdx.usda.gov.  

We considered and accepted the following:

· Administration’s guidance included in the goals of the Rural Initiative under the 2002 Farm Bill to work with the National Rural Development Coordinating Council (NRDCC)

· Lever our joint resources to promote the development of wages, employment and funding opportunities for residents of distressed communities

· Finalize Rural Grants Clearinghouse Work Plan—build on the goal to disseminate information
We agreed to action items as follows:

· Each federal agency will submit their inventory of programs that assist rural and distressed areas

· Each federal agency will identify resources or tools that are not identified as part of the business toolkit identified by the Rural Information Clearinghouse (RIC)
· Each federal agency will identify resources available or set aside for rural areas during 03/04 which were not utilized  due to lack of interest (no proposal submitted in response to RFP’s), or proposal submitted but considered ineligible

· The Clhs will integrate/work with the Rural Information Center (RIC) to highlight specific information regarding rural America’s concerns (needs, resources, and opportunities) with a top-down approach—agencies will be encouraged to utilize the clhs as a consultation tool to gather information about rural areas prior to issuing a notice of funding availability.

· Clhs Work Plan will identify Agency Fellows as part-time staff to help support the Clhs initiative through the RIC because of their multi-talents and willingness to assist RD projects, offer recommendations, and serve as disseminators of information
· Originate projects and initiatives that bolster knowledge about funding opportunities, and provide relevant information about institutions or government agency seeking to support projects

· Operate clearinghouse under the auspices of the NRDCC 

· Identify various conflicting/multiple forms required by Feds when seeking federal funds e.g. environmental review forms, census data, rural definition, 

· Recommend integration of data base & format to avoid duplicate/multiple forms required for federal projects.
Paul Briggs submitted to the task force the following set of talking points that advances the interests of the NRDP constituency and the group planning process:
· The six key points of the 1990 Rural Initiative are still relevant today

· Other 1990 Rural Initiative resulted in better dialogue-rural initiative’s strategic objective outcomes are not measurable—this includes the goal set for improving workforce investment (education and job skills training) in rural America

· Today the economic challenges in rural America are no less complex and the federal government’s programs aimed at addressing rural development need better coordination

· A National Rural Development Strategy is needed

· Establish the NRDCC

· Implement interagency MOU between original players

· Develop state level agreements

· The new Rural Initiative offers the DOL a fresh opportunity to improve performance and results under the Workforce Investment Act: to build the capacity of the One-Stops, provide incentives for better system performance and gather public input

· Create a formal structure with responsibility for coordinating rural policy initiatives among agencies, staff, divisions, and external partners
· Ensure that the DOL annual departmental budget development, legislative and Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) processes include a specific focus or crosscutting discussion about serving rural America

Should you have any questions on these or other matters, please do contact me by phone at:  (202) 260-5952, 1-800-645-4712 or e-mail.  

Thanks in advance.
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