Welcome to Learning Stations!

 

Learning stations are 22 interactive, 20-minute workshops in an exhibit hall setting. Federal agencies, national organizations, State Rural Development Councils and private organizations will present on a variety of rural development topics including new programs, the latest technology, best practices and grassroots initiatives. 
 

The session will begin as a plenary, where participants divide into groups by the letter indicated on their name tag. A “trailblazer” leader, with sign in hand, will lead each group to 4 learning stations based on the following schedule:

 
9:30 – 9:50 am


Introduction

· 9:55 – 10:15 am


Rotation I 
· 10:20 – 10:40 am

Rotation II

· 10:40 – 11:00 am

Break

· 11:05 – 11:25 am

Rotation III

· 11:30 – 11:50 am

Rotation IV

 

Each rotation will be signified by a chime. Chairs are available if you would be more comfortable sitting; please notify you group leader or Office of Community Development staff for assistance. 
 

This guide provides you with the summaries and contact information for each of the 22 stations. Some stations will remain as static exhibits for the remainder of the conference in Great Hall D for viewing during unscheduled time. Be sure to view the ones that were not in your schedule!
Learning Stations Map 
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Agency and Session Title

1 USDA Forest Service, WO—Land and Forest Health

2 USDA NRCS—Conservation Technical Services Providers

3 USDA NRCS—Working with Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Councils
4 American Public Works Assoc. National RTAP Network and Resources

5 HUD Community Planning and Development—State Community Development Block Grant Program 
6 National Assoc. of State Boards of Education—Integration of Rural K-12 Education Systems and Rural Economic Development

7 Kentucky Highlands Empowerment Zone—Community Development: Impact of the Kentucky Highlands EZ

8 Rural Life Foundation, Utah Rural Development Council— Entrepreneurial Efforts to become Self-Sustaining
9 Economic Action Program: USDA Forest Service Partnership—Economic Development Opportunities in Forest-Based Communities

10 Wisconsin Rural Partners, Inc. –Wisconsin Rural Partners: The Resource Network for Rural Communities

11 Connecticut Rural Development Council, Inc.—Community Capacity Building

12 Texas Rural Partners, Inc. –Resource Teams
13 National Trust for Historic Preservation—The Share Your Heritage Program
14 Southeastern Oklahoma Enterprise Community—Community Strategic Planning
15 USDA Rural Development, Oklahoma—Rural Development’s Single Family Housing Programs

16 USDA Rural Development, Oklahoma—USDA First Responder Initiative

17 Oklahoma Alliance for Manufacturing Excellence—Advanced Manufacturing

18 Downtown Solutions Team, Oregon Downtown Development Assoc. –Do It Yourself Downtown Revitalization: When A Main StreetTM Program Isn’t an Option

19 FCC Intergovernmental Affairs—Pending FCC Rulemakings Affecting Rural America

20 USDA Rural Development, Oklahoma—Rural Broadband Access Loans

21 National Rural Water Association—Security Emergency Management Systems in Rural and Small Communities

Room    Community Information Resource Center, RUPRI— 15
Internet Mapping to Support Community Decision Making
Learning Station Descriptions
_________________________________________
Station #1
     USDA Forest Service, Washington Office
Land & Forest Health—Citizen Solutions to Rural/Urban Wildland Interface

This session will feature a short presentation and case study to set the stage for a discussion about wildfire and rural living. Learn how communities are using solutions such as Firewise to protect themselves from wildland fire. Learn about resources available to communities and teachers in relation to wildfire in the Interface. 
For more information contact:

Nancy Porter, Coordinator 

National Wildland-Urban Interface/Firewise Public Education 

USDA Forest Service, Washington Office

16351 NE Thompson Street

Portland, OR 97230
Phone: (202) 236-3839
Fax: (503) 408-6313
Email: nporter@fs.fed.us
Web: www.firewise.org 
_________________________________________
Station #2 
          USDA Natural Resources Conservation      

           Service 

Conservation Technical Services Providers

This session will discuss business opportunities in the farm service industry, and provide information for certifying Conservation Technical Services Providers through the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Services and technical expertise being sought will be discussed and participants will be trained on registration procedures.

For more information contact:

Angel L. Figueroa, National TSP Coordinator/Leader 

USDA-NRCS 
1400 Independence Ave. SW

Washington, DC 20250

Phone: (202) 720-3783 
Fax: (202) 720-0428
E-Mail: angel.figueroa@usda.gov
_________________________________________
Station #3
          USDA Natural Resources Conservation   

            Service 

Working with Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Councils

This session will focus on local approaches to engage rural citizens in USDA programs. Participants will learn how RC&D Areas develop RC&D Area Plans and how to participate in the local process. Various public participation methods will be discussed as well as the current work of RC&D Councils in the attending states.

For more information contact:

Smith W. Covey, National RC&D Coordinator

USDA-NRCS
1400 Independence Avenue SW

Room 6013 – S

Washington, DC 20250

Phone: (202) 720-0658

Email: smith.covey@usda.gov
_________________________________________
Station #4

    American Public Works Association
National Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP) Network and Resources
 
Learn about rural transportation and the multitude of resources available to assist your state in maintaining and enhancing its rural transportation infrastructure! Representatives from the National Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP) will give a short presentation on various products and services available to Councils working on rural transportation, including contact information for all State RTAP Managers and a new web-based Training Resources Catalogue with over 860 resources available nationwide. Experience with rural transportation issues is not a pre-requisite.
 
For more information contact:
Beth Denniston, Director 
David Barr, Manager
Rural Transit Assistance Program, American Public Works Association (APWA)
1401 K Street, NW, 11th floor
Washington, DC 20005
Phone: (202) 408-9541ext. 3015
Fax: (202) 408-9542
Email: dbarr@apwa.net 
Web: www.nationalrtap.org 
_________________________________________
Station #5

 
 HUD Community Planning and 
            Development

State Community Development Block Grant Program (State CDBG)

This session will be a discussion-based seminar about the State CDBG program, how it can help rural residents, and how the program can work with SRDCs. The goal of this session is frank discussion rather than program lecture. Possible topics will include eligible activities, national objectives, how to apply for funds, the role of SRDCs with the program, use of technical assistance funds, and how to plan projects. If time allows, the presenters will briefly discuss how the CDBG program works nationally, and how it works on a local level in Oklahoma.

For more information contact:

Steve Rhodeside, Senior Program Officer

Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Community Planning and Development
451 7th St. SW 
Washington, DC 20410

Phone: (202) 708-1322 ext.7375 
Email: stephen_m._rhodeside@hud.gov

Vaughn Clark, Director

Office of Community Development

Oklahoma Department of Commerce

Phone: (405) 815-5370
Fax: (405) 815-5344
Email: vaughn.clarke@odoc.state.ok.us 
_________________________________________
Station #6 
 
                 National Association of State  

         Boards of Education

Integration of Rural K-12 Education Systems and Rural Economic Development

Dr. Michael Hill, Deputy Executive Director of the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) will present on a toolkit designed to provide education administrators in rural areas with an understanding of rural community and economic development factors. This toolkit can also be utilized by NRDP personnel in their interactions with the local school systems in which they work. NASBE is currently undergoing re-development of the kit to include state-wide entity training in these concepts.

For more information contact:

Michael Hill, Ph. D., Director
Center for Policy Studies in Rural Education

Deputy Executive Director,
National Association of State Boards of Education

277 S. Washington Street, Suite 100

Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (703) 684-4000 ext. 109

Fax: (703) 836-2313

E-mail: michaelh@nasbe.org

Web: www.nasbe.org
_________________________________________
Station #7 
      Kentucky Highlands Empowerment Zone

Community Development: Impact of Kentucky Highlands EZ
The Kentucky Highlands Investment Corporation will outline the background of the Kentucky Highlands Empowerment Zone (EZ). Michael Hayes will present information on the planning and implementation process used to carry out the ten-year Strategic Plan, provide a statistical analysis on the impact of the EZ on the target area, and outline effective community and economic development strategies.

For more information contact: 

Michael Hayes, Special Projects Coordinator
Jerry Rickett, President
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Kentucky Highlands Investment Corporation
PO Box 1738

London, KY 40743
Phone: (606) 864-5175
Fax: (606)864-5194

Email: mhayes@khic.org 

Web: www.khic.org
_________________________________________
Station #8 

 Rural Life Foundation—Utah Rural 
  
      Development Council

Collage of Entrepreneurial Efforts to become Self-Sustaining
Utah Rural Development Council will share experiences in collaborative efforts intended to help the council be self-sustaining. The session will feature three continuing development programs: (1) Escalante Timber Mill, a purchase of a portable small diameter timber mill, (2) Biomass to Ethanol, a project to harvest forest biomass, recycle it into ethanol fuel and expand Utah's natural resource economy, and (3) Stewardship Contracting Center, which hosts activities to aid rural businesses in restructuring and sustaining efforts. Learn from the URDCs successes and challenges in a number of innovative partnering projects!
For more information contact:

D. Scott Truman, Executive Director

Utah Rural Development Council

Southern Utah University

351 W. Center St.

Cedar City, UT 84720

Phone: (435) 586-7852

Fax: (435) 586-5475

Email: truman@suu.edu 

Web: http://utahreach.usu.edu/rosie
_________________________________________
Station #9
        Economic Action Program: USDA Forest 
           Service Partnership

Economic Development Opportunities in Forest-Based Communities

This learning station will describe the variety of activities relevant to rural communities that are offered through the State and Private Forestry Program under the USDA Forest Service. It will highlight the many activities available, including the Rural Community Assistance Program, Four Corners Sustainable Forests Partnership, the utilization of small diameter wood, creating value-added projects, and partnerships with other agencies, including the National Endowment of the Arts. 

For more information contact:

Kim Kostelnik

New Mexico Forestry

PO Box 1948
Santa Fe, NM

Phone: (505) 476-3337

Email: kkostelnik@state.nm.us 

Debbie Ugbade, Public Affairs Specialist

Ouachita National Forest

PO Box 1270 
Hot Springs, AR 71902
Phone: (501) 321-5327

Fax: (501) 321-5353
Email: dugbade@fs.fed.us
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Station #10 

               Wisconsin Rural Partners, Inc. 
Wisconsin Rural Partners: The Resource Network for Rural Communities

Now celebrating 11 years, Wisconsin Rural Partners (WRP) is often asked by startup councils how to determine mission and structure programs and services. Over the past three years, WRP has become the “Resource Network for Rural Communities,” which WRP now uses as a tag line in communications, marketing and promotion. This learning station will show how WRP evolved into its current structure; participants will learn how WRP developed its mission and programming into an integrated strategy that responds to the needs and issues of rural Wisconsin communities. 

For more information contact:

Kelly Haverkampf, Executive Director

Wisconsin Rural Partners, Inc.

PO Box 257 

Lodi, WI 53555

Phone: (608) 592-2550 

Fax: (608) 592-2551

Email: wirural@tds.net 

Web: www.wirural.org 

_________________________________________
Station #11 
   
         Connecticut Rural Development 
             Council, Inc.
Community Capacity Building—Connecticut Economic Development Training Partnership

The Connecticut Rural Development Council facilitated community capacity building by training small town volunteers to do strategic planning for local economic development. Presenters will discuss this process of forming the Economic Development Training Partnership, a coalition of experts who developed a curriculum and training materials, and how the Partnership offered training to regional groupings of small towns throughout the state. Powerpoint slides and samples of handouts and evaluations will be available.

For more information contact:

Linda Parquette, Executive Director

Craig Stevenson, Co-chair

Connecticut Rural Development Council, Inc.

c/o The Cove Group

12 Roosevelt Ave.

Mystic, CT 06355

Phone: (860) 536-4959

Email: crdc@covegroup.com 
Web: www.ruralct.org 

_________________________________________
Station #12 


           Texas Rural Partners, Inc.
Resource Teams

This session will feature a presentation on Resource Teams, a community-based planning and assessment process developed by Texas Rural Partners. The Resource Team process consists of interviewing a large number of people in the community, recording their suggestions, and then having a team of experts write up implementation plans for community use. 

For more information contact:

Cheryl A. Hinckley, Executive Director

Texas Rural Partners, Inc.

8140 Burnet Road
Austin, TX 78757
Phone: (512) 499-8437 

Fax: (512) 482-9738

Email: texasruralpartners@austin.rr.com 

Web: www.texasruralpartners.org
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Station #13
   National Trust for Historic Preservation
The Share Your Heritage Program

Participants in this session will learn about Share Your Heritage, a program developed by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, with funding from American Express, the National Endowment for the Arts, and USDA Rural Development. Attendees will be introduced to the principles of cultural heritage tourism, one of the fastest growing segments of the tourism industry. They will hear rural heritage tourism success stories and learn how to bring a Share Your Heritage workshop to their communities. These intensive planning workshops are designed to bring a targeted group of diverse community representatives together to address key cultural heritage tourism challenges.

For more information contact:

Jim Lindberg, Director of Preservation Initiatives

Mountains/Plains Office

National Trust for Historic Preservation

535 16th Street, Suite 750

Denver, CO 80202

Phone: (303) 623-1504
Fax: (303) 623-1508

Email: james_lindberg@nthp.org
Web: www.nthp.org
________________________________________
Station #14                    Southeastern Oklahoma Enterprise 
   Community
Community Strategic Planning

This session will consist of a three-part powerpoint presentation on Community Strategic Planning and its results. Part 1: Origin will cover the “how to,” i.e. where to begin and how to get the community involved in the strategic planning process. Part 2: Evolution will cover the activities, ongoing efforts, and participation in the process. Part 3: Results will show actual results from the community’s work on their strategic plan.

For more information contact:

Rhonda Teague, EC Coordinator
Southeastern Oklahoma Enterprise Community

502 West Duke Street

Hugo, OK 74743

Phone: (580) 326-3351
Email: rteague@littledixie.org
Web: www.littledixie.org
_________________________________________
Station #15

USDA Rural Development, Oklahoma
Rural Development’s Single Family Housing Programs 

Jerry Efurd will provide a brief review of the loan products that Rural Development offers and engage participants in a discussion of ways to increase the awareness of minority residents of these products. The session will also raise questions and concerns about unique challenges minority residents may face regarding mortgage lending, and solicit suggestions on how Rural Development can increase the use of RD's by minority residents.

For more information contact:

Jerry W. Efurd, Program Director

USDA-RD OK Single Family Housing Programs 

100 USDA, Suite 108

Stillwater, OK 74074

Phone: (405) 742-1073
Email: jerry.efurd@ok.usda.gov

_________________________________________
Station #16 

USDA Rural Development, Oklahoma
USDA First Responder Initiative

Participants will gain knowledge of USDA’s First Responder Initiative and its administration through Community Programs and the Rural Housing Service, in the United States Department of Agriculture's Rural Development mission area. USDA-RD provides financing for a variety of community facilities: libraries, courthouses, fire and rescue facilities and equipment, police and emergency vehicles and services, and other community-focused facilities and services. The initiative will be dedicated to first responder type requests, and will prioritize the funding of at least $100 million to specifically strengthen the ability of rural communities to respond to local emergencies.

For more information contact:

Mike Schrammel

USDA-RD Oklahoma

100 USDA, Suite 108

Stillwater, OK 74074

Phone: (405) 742-1000

Email: michael.schrammel@ok.usda.gov 

_________________________________________
Station #17 
          Oklahoma Alliance for Manufacturing 
 Excellence
Advanced Manufacturing

In this session community leaders and local service providers will learn how to access the services of the Oklahoma Alliance for Manufacturing Excellence to assist in their economic development efforts. The Oklahoma Alliance is a nonprofit devoted entirely to helping manufacturers increase their competitiveness. Services of the Alliance are provided at no cost to the manufacturer and include short-term engineering consultations, assistance with financing, marketing, and process improvement. 

For more information contact:
John Lingenfelter, Vice-President

Oklahoma Alliance for Manufacturing Excellence

525 South Main, Suite 210

Tulsa, OK 74103-4503

Phone: (918) 592-0726

Fax: (918) 592-1417

Email: john.lingenfelter@okalliance.com
Web: www.okalliance.com
_________________________________________
Station #18 

Downtown Solutions Team—Oregon 
Downtown Development Association
Do It Yourself Downtown Revitalization: When a Main Street™ Program Isn’t an Option

Many communities want to implement downtown revitalization but don’t choose or do not have the opportunity to participate in an official Main Street™ Program. Learn how rural communities are moving forward and achieving downtown redevelopment success when Main Street™ isn’t an option. This Learning Station activity is designed to bring together the many pieces of the Downtown Revitalization ‘puzzle’ in order to educate conference attendees on best practices to help communities achieve long-lasting revitalization success and improved community livability. 

For more information contact:

Vicki D. Dugger, Executive Director

Downtown Solutions Team

Oregon Downtown Development Association

PO Box 2912 
Salem, OR 97308

Phone: (503) 587-0574

Email: info@odda.org 

Web: www.downtownsolutions.org, www.odda.org
_________________________________________
Station #19 

            FCC Intergovernmental Affairs
Pending Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Rulemakings Affecting Rural America

The primary goal of this presentation is to educate state and local leaders regarding proceedings pending before the FCC that will have a significant impact on rural America, and to promote interest and participation in the FCC’s regulatory process. To that end, this presentation will provide information and answer questions on FCC rules and proposals regarding the following subjects, as well as guidance on how to participate in ongoing FCC rulemaking proceedings. Topics will include: incentives to broadband deployment in rural areas; universal service subsidies and procedures for low-income customers, schools, and libraries; universal service subsidies and procedures for schools and libraries; and deployment status of E911 wireless location technologies.

For more information contact:

Sue McNeil, Chief
Jane Phillips, Attorney

FCC Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

445 12th St. SW

Washington, DC 20554

Phone: Sue McNeil (202) 418-7619

Jane Phillips (202) 418-1761

Email: sue.mcneil@fcc.gov, jane.phillips@fcc.gov
_________________________________________
Station #20 

USDA Rural Development, Oklahoma
Rural Broadband Access Loans

This session will discuss the Rural Broadband Access Loan & Loan Guarantee Program through the Rural Utilities Service (RUS). The presentation will focus on different types of broadband loans available for broadband expansion: Direct Cost-of-Money Loans, Private Loan Guarantees, and Direct 4 Percent Loans. Broadband loans have been used for a variety of technologies. Randy Jenkins will also discuss ways in which GFRs can help streamline the loan approval process by guiding organizations through RUS’ new Broadband loan application and application guide. 
For more information contact:

Randy Jenkins, General Field Representative
USDA Rural Utilities Service
Broadband Division

14th & Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC 20250
Phone: (202) 690-4653 
Email: randy.jenkins@usda.gov 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Station #21 

      National Rural Water Association

Security Emergency Management Systems in Rural and Small Communities

Rural and small communities need a “reality check” in regards to their emergency management systems. This session will focus around a discussion of vulnerabilities in rural and small communities and prevention and response actions these communities have available.

For more information contact:

Sam Wade, Chief Operating Officer

National Rural Water Association
2915 S 13th Street 
Duncan, OK 73533-9086
Phone: (580) 252-0629
Fax: (580) 252-4896

Email: nrwasw@nrwa.org 
Web: www.nrwa.org 
_________________________________________
Station #22 

       Community Information Resource 
    Center (CIRC)—RUPRI

Internet Mapping to Support Community Decision Making
This session will discuss how SRDCs and other partners can utilize the resources of the Community Information Resources Center (CIRC) of the Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI). While public policy analyses are most often focused at the federal and state level, often the most critical public policy decision making occurs at the community, county, and regional level. CIRC hopes to assist these decision makers by providing relevant and timely information regarding the "place-based" implications of issues impacting rural America. Specifically, CIRC addresses the spatial and temporal dimensions of issues impacting rural America, by incorporating Internet-based geographic information systems, remote sensing technologies, and other data visualization and analytic tools. 

For more information contact: 
Ann K. Peton, Director
Community Information Resources Center (CIRC)

Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI)

231 Middlebush Hall
Columbia, MO 65211
Phone: (573) 884-3147
Fax: (573) 884-5310
Email: petona@missouri.edu
Web: www.circ.rupri.org 
_________________________________________
Notes:
Notes:
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