POLICY

· Legislation creating incentives to give funds to rural foundation

· Standardize federal grants
· Cost of compliance for Clean Water Act – affordability

· HOW:  Volume testing capacity to meet standards

· HOW:  Approval of simple technology by federal government

· Competitive grants over formula funding

· Role of NRDP in national policy development

NRDP ACTION/HOW

· Nationally coordinated campaign to bring attention to Rural America (community health issues)

· Partnering with other organizations concerned with the same issues – partnership that becomes a partner

· Educate urban/suburban

PROGRAM

· Homeland security/preparation (does not target rural areas)

· Simplified grant applications

· Single federal application

· Disconnect between writing and administration

· Simplified environmental standards on grants

· Database of best practices

· Report on successful cooperating agency pilot projects (land use)

· Contract with NRDCC to review federal concerns, issues in rural areas

· Census data (use of) for programmatic decisions

· (SPECIFIC IMPACT):  Medicare issues- HUD housing issues, time, simplification of Medicaid/Medicare software

· Rural schools funding/closing, operations and infrastructure funding formulas

POLICY AND PROGRAM

· Community Reinvestment Act

· Raising levels for small banks

· Contact:  Susan Raphael (sraphael@iff.und.org)

PROGRAM EFFICIENCY

· Delay of federal grant notification

NRDP PROCESS
· Concern:  Selection of issues and keeping federal partners at the table

