Ron Shaffer award for Dianne McSwain:

Ron Shaffer:  one of the founding fathers of the NRDP.  Ron was instrumental in development of the guiding principles – award creating to honor him and his contributions.

Award:  The Ron Shaffer award is given to an individual who embodies the values necessary to build a national and state rural development partnership that meets the diverse needs of rural America.

Nominee must meet 3 of the 6 criteria and be nominated by at least 3 individuals within the Partnership.

· Overcome barriers:  Reduced or eliminated significant barriers that inhibit community health, prosperity, or viability.

· Collaboration and partnership:  Successfully helped agencies, institutions or programs build strategic collaborations and partnerships – particularly between or among parties who previously did not collaborate or who have ceased to collaborate.

· Impact:  Significantly improved the social, economic or cultural conditions of a rural community or region.

· Diversity and Inclusion:  Actively brought new and divergent voices to the council table, and engaged them in the development of common agencies.

· Leadership Development:  Supported and nurtured in substantial ways, emerging rural development leaders on state, regional and community levels.

· Overall efforts well grounded:  Effectively ensured that the work of the council or the person has performed strategically at the juncture where policy, research and practice meet.

Dianne nominated by many individuals and met all 6 of the criteria.

Quotes from nominations:

“Dianne McSwain’s long, dedicated service to NRDC and the Partnership has given her a perspective and knowledge of the organization and its work that is matched by only a very small number of NRDC members.  She has played a crucial strategic role in drafting many of the documents we hope will form part of the basis for the transition to the new partnership structure envisioned in the 2002 Farm Bill, for example, and has been instrumental in NRDC’s efforts to build policies and practices that will see us through that transition.”

“No less can be said of Dianne than she is one of the main reasons the Partnership still exists today.  The state rural development councils have had no better advocate at the federal level across agency boundaries and disciplines, than Dianne McSwain.” 

