In Memoriam
Ralph Tabor

On February 26, the National Rural Development Partnership lost a valued friend.  Ralph Tabor, whose involvement with the NRDP spanned its entire history, passed away unexpectedly.

Ralph’s work for the National Association of Counties earned him the respect of his co-workers, Congressional members and staff, and the thousands of county officials he worked with during his nearly 35 years with NACO.
Ralph worked tirelessly for the NRDP, participating in the Monday Management Group, which preceded the National Rural Development Council.  He served on the NRDC Steering Committee and as the NRDC’s representative to the NRDP Executive Board.  Ralph’s also provided leadership in working with USDA to implement the National Rural Development Coordinating Committee.  

Ralph’s contributions to the National Rural Development Partnership throughout its history have positively impacted rural America, and he will be missed.
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Laura Fargas

Laura Fargas was born in Berkeley, CA, and received degrees from the University of California, the University of Pennsylvania School of Law, and the Iowa Writers Workshop.  Fargas works as an attorney at the U.S. Department of Labor, and is the author of several poetry collections.  Her book An Animal of the Sixth Day, published in 1996, won the Texas Tech University Press First-Book Competition.

Thomas C. Dorr

Thomas C. Dorr was appointed by President George W. Bush as the U.S. Department of Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development, and was sworn in by Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman on August 9, 2002.  Mr. Dorr oversees the USDA Rural Development Mission Area, which includes three agencies, $14 billion in annual funding authority, and an $80 portfolio of loans for rural Americans.
