Workforce Concurrent Policy Session
(Frank Garcia)

Trends & Issues:

· Increased focus on workforce issues

· Need for seamless system

· One stop shop has gaps

· Opportunity

· Link workforce development, economic development, and sustaining “infrastructure” services (especially to low income workforce & potential workforce).

· Partnering with the private sector.

Actions for 6-9 months:

· State:

· Assess what is happening.

· Check present research.

· Bring workforce & economic development people together (& assess linkage).

· Engage unions where appropriate.

· Conduct skills analysis of current workforce.

· Federal:

· Link DOL & DOE.

· Use “PEARCE” self-sufficiency standard.

· Press Congress to fully fund WIA.

· Engage NRDC now, NRDCC when available.

· Organize regional workshops, seminars.

· Re-establish Workforce Development Task Force.

· Councils:

· Outreach.

· Research.

· Collection of resources. 

· Link stakeholders.

· Coordinate programs.

· Service delivery.

Policy:

· Reinvestment Act (Fed)

· Implementation requirements (state)

· School district policies (local)

Resources:

· www.seakingwdc.org

· www.nifl.gov (source of literacy data)

· www.areadevelopment (source of industry site selection factors)

