Problem Addressing Session #1
Helping Councils meet the requirements of the Farm Bill and the SRDC Accountability System:  Practicum

Presenters:  Sean Zielenbach and Laura Branca

Discussion Groups

· Discussed plenary session on the Farm Bill

· Examined requirements of the Farm Bill

· Covered questions about Farm Bill provisions

· When will the NRDCC be created?

· How can we implement legislation with limited funding?

· How can we implement the accountability system with limited funding?

Group Discussion: “What did you hear; What do you think; What stands out?”

· When will the legislation be fully implemented?

· Depends on several issues:

1. Historically Farm Bills have been low priority

2. This Administration may not view NRDP as a funding priority

· Based on Clinton changes to program

3. The economy is tough on all programs

4. Full funding for the NRDP does not appear to be on the horizon

· How can we help facilitate implementation?

· Prove yourself with the limited funds in FY 03 and 04

· Work to gather support at the grassroots level, this will reach federal eventually

· Can we be effective without the national support from an NRDCC?

· The program does need an NRDCC, but there are several steps that one can take on a state level to ensure that the Farm Bill is being met

· The NRDCC is an important part of NRDP and will be implemented

· The Farm Bill does not seem to have any tangible measurement guidelines for us to prove our effectiveness.

· This is not new.  The new market’s tax credit gives specific guidelines, but no tangible outcomes.  You must find your own approach to satisfy the requirements.

· NRDP needs champion

· Need to prove NRDP is good investment to administration

· NRDP needs greater accountability

· How can states feel loyal to national level that stops funding and does not have NRDCC?

· Need NRDCC to help hold together Partnership

· Councils need to keep track of funding sources

· Illustrate various avenues of support

· Shows necessity and diversity of partnerships

· Why don’t we document 13 years of survival and success?

· That will provide tangible results

· Need system to better document (qualify) NRDP’s impact with tangible results

· Need performance measures and milestones

Opportunities:

· Able to take advantage of “non-conflict” piece of FB with federal agencies.  Been able to increase Fed agency participation on board because of Farm Bill.

· Farm Bill allows for a structure to NRDP that wasn’t formal before.  At least now NRDP is on the books.

· NRDP knows that it has Congressional support through the authorization

Challenges:

· Implementation

· Lack of NRDCC

· PRA and NPO still there for support

· Lack of funding for implementation

· $500K should be spent on VE and getting congressional support

· Trumans should investigate how $ is used, give a face to what SRDCs deal with

· Annual Report is good opportunity to articulate accomplishments of SRDCs

Questions:
Is the accountability system on the same level as the other aspects of the farm bill?

Where should we place our priorities, on reaching the requirements of the accountability system, or the other aspects?

Who was been doing things outside of the farm bill?

· Utah is working on creating a business that deals with fire emergencies.  Is that within the farm bill, probably, but its enough of a stretch to make you wonder.

· We have an entrepreneurship program to train high school teachers on entrepreneurship which is a very important thing for when they move outside of high school.

· The accountability folks in congress look at state councils as laboratories for things that might be broadened at a national policy level.  Things like that that wa done with entrepeneurship at the policy level could come to congress’s attention.

What things have to be achieved before the outcome of this project was determined a success.  What’s important, is that the farm bill discusses policy.  What is the federal interest in the state councils?  If they’re just doing a lot of nice projects then the governor’s should fund them.  The answer then, is things that like that that can be translated to a national level.

· I don’t think the farm bill has to limit what we do.  We’ve had a telecom committee who has become the state leader in issues of aggregation.  We’ve received funding and have been able to work with rural areas to attract telecom programs.  Where’s policy end, and where does helping real people end?  You can’t always draw the line and I’d rather err on the side of helping people.

