RESOURCES & INFRASTRUCTURE FOR RURAL K-12 EDUCATION 
POLICY DIALOGUE
March 15, 2004:  3:45-5:30 p.m.
Thomas Luna, Executive Director, Rural Education Taskforce, Dept of Education

· 43% of public schools are in rural areas.

· 1/3 of American students are enrolled a rural public school.

· US Department of Education’s recent announces regarding increased flexibility in No Child Left Behind (NCLB):

· For students in failing schools:

· School choice or supplementary services

· First 2 years that school is failing, policy focus is to assist school to improve.

· After 2 years, if school is still failing, school district must provide students a choice of a different school or supplementary educational/ tutorial services.

· States determine who may provide these services.

· For Low-English Proficiency (LEP) students:

· DOEd announced on Feb. 20, 2004 that LEP students may be tested in their primary language.

· Also, students will be evaluated for a term of 3 consecutive years to better evaluate average yearly progress.

· Highly-Qualified Teachers:

· DOEd announced on March 15, 2004 that teachers who meet all “Highly-Qualified Teacher” requirements in one subject area have three years to achieve HQ status in all other subjects they teach, and may continue teaching these additional subjects during this time.

· States may offer own measures to determine HQ standards.

Rachel Tompkins, President, Rural School and Community Trust

· Private non-profit organization focused on promoting and providing assistance for the use of place-based education, as well as debunking the myths about school consolidation and providing alternative solutions.

· Place-based education:

· Brings students’ local interests and knowledge into curriculum,

· Includes relevant skills training that feeds into local economic & workforce development and entrepreneurship.

Mary Kusler, Legislative Specialist, American Association of School Administrators 

· Rural School Admins often play additional roles including teacher & bus driver.

· Rural School Administrators do not typically have staff to compete for grants and other additional resources.

· AASA guidance material regarding No Child Left Behind:

· NCLB: A Guide for Small and Rural Schools

· Federal funding program: Rural Education Achievement Program (REAP)

· Distributed by State Edu Depts, and does not require annual applications.

· Provides funding to schools meeting one of two criteria:

· Small Rural School Achievement (600 students or less; rural by US locale code 7 or 8)

· Rural Poverty (rural by US locale code 6, 7, or 8; and 20% of population below poverty line)

· E-Rate program:

· Schools can receive discounts on internet and telephone services, and apply for internal connection services. 

Dr. Michael Hill, National Association of State Boards of Education

Collaborating: NRDP, SRDCs, and education organizations
· SRDCs can work with State Education Departments to help:

· Develop supplementary service providers in rural areas, 

· Set standards for Highly-Qualified Teachers, 

· Develop strategies to assist schools and teachers meet these requirements.

· NRDP/SRDCs can facilitate collaboration to develop policies/programs to address external factors impacting education.

· NRDP/SRDCs can partner with education orgs to increase youth participation.

Other notes from discussion:

· Youth are a resource now!

· Education and economy are inseparable.

· Achievement gap cannot be closed solely through improvements in education policy (i.e. NCLB), because at least half of the factors impacting student performance occur outside of school.

· Although Tribal schools are not governed by NCLB, a large majority of K-12 students who live on Reservations attend public schools off the Reservations that are governed by NCLB.  (  Requirements for “Highly-Qualified Teachers” place difficult strains on schools employing Tribal teachers who may be better suited to teach in these schools yet do not meet the HQ requirements. (HQ requirements are determined at state level)

