Land and Water Management POLICY DIALOGUE
March 15, 2004:  1:30-3:15 p.m.
Summarize major discussion points

1. Sharing information about programs/resources available – especially drinking water, wastewater, and small community forestry grants

2. Difficulty of “cobbling together” funds from various federal grants when each has a matching requirement – communities/states sometimes choose a less comprehensive approach because they can’t afford the match.

3. Difficulty of small community planners sorting through information about government programs – need a “conduit” or counselor in the field who can work with communities to find information most relevant to their needs.

Follow-up actions

1. A regional approach to land and water management can support long term planning and sustainable development – especially for areas trying to comply with arsenic regulations or experiement with alternative water treatment systems.

2. SRDCs might play the role of “conduit” for information -- or might direct communities to appropriate advisors/resources.

3. SRDCs and others should facilitate dialogue between communities and EPA on water treatment issues -- especially working with the EPA regional offices.

4. EPA wants to strengthen its relationship with the NRDP and Councils.

