SESSION: Working with Higher Education Institutions
· Cooperative Extension Service, with close established community ties, can be a valuable partner to NRDP on both national and state levels.

· In Florida, state education funds pay for some Council staff; however…

· University has little understanding of what the Council does, and 

· Under a budget crunch, the University has tried to take complete control of the FRDC Executive Council.

· In New Mexico, the NMRDC is an established 501(c)(3) organization.

· Cooperative Extension & New Mexico State University are highly supportive partners.

· In Utah, URDC is looking to become a 501(c)(3) organization, and

· Has moved from State Government to the University for key support.

·  A common challenge is communicating to the universities what state rural development councils do.

· Cooperative Extension and SRDCs have very similar or complementary roles (outreach, education) in many states.

· South Carolina ( Council uses higher education partners for research, evaluation, and planning

· North Dakota ( Extension’s network helps with visibility enhancement for the Council

· Nevada ( Council includes Cooperative Extension Director and College of Agriculture Dean on Council Board.

· Students can play a significant role in staff support for Councils

· Many undergraduate/ graduate students are required to complete internships for graduation.  Many of these internships are unpaid and require only working space/ resources.  Students can earn college credit for doing your work! 

· Community Colleges can serve as local resources.

· Not only should NRDP seek to engage University representatives on SRDC Boards, we should also seek to engage SRDC officials with university and community college systems.

