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New Hampshire

Rural Development

Council
Ten Years of Achievement in Advancing Rural New Hampshire

· 2004 Housing 

Drafted the New Hampshire Rural Housing Needs Assessment

Result: Establishment of a New Hampshire Rural Housing Policy Council

· 2003 Economic Development

Commissioned a report from Pioneer Farm Credit on the need for rural investment called: “Northeast Rural Economic Assessment”

Result: Call to action by region-wide economic development leaders to develop rural investment strategies for rural New England and a proposal to develop a research and policy partnership with Plymouth State University

· 2002 Transportation

Co-established and facilitated the Committee for Public Transportation in the North Country. 

Result: Three-Phase North Country Public Transportation Project Plan

· 2001 Community Development 

Initiated and Coordinated the Northern Forest Gateway Community Workshop for Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont

Result: Six rural communities formed Gateway Community Leadership Teams to address local and regional conflicts between economic development and the environment.

· 2000 Organizational Development

Convened the New Hampshire Community Development Forum, over 30 organizations and agencies representing community and economic development.

Result: Reduced redundancy of effort and resources by merging the quarterly meetings of the Forum and the NH Economic Development Association into DRED’s Business Relation Team meetings.

· 1999 Economic Development

Convened meetings with NH Office of State Planning and the NH Municipal Association to improve technical assistance to small communities

Result: Published the Tax Incentive Financing Handbook for New Hampshire Communities

· 1998 Community Development

Engaged consultant to evaluate the effectiveness of four Community Visit Programs conducted by the Council

Result: Published  “Community Leadership and Civic Participation Programs Serving New Hampshire’s Small Communities: An Assessment of Existing Programs and Current Needs for Resources and Support”

· 1997 Business

Convened groups from around the state to address promotion of New Hampshire made products


Result: Establishment of the NH Stories product marketing campaign

· 1996 Agriculture and Business 

Wrote business plan for establishment of two commercial kitchens for value-added food processing program.

Result:  Towns of Epping and Lancaster awarded Community Development Block Grants totaling $189,000 to renovate local buildings as commercial food processing center. 

· 1995 Community Development

Conducted a Community Visit Program for Lancaster to help address critical community needs.

Result: Installation of Lancaster’s first ATM machine 

· 1994 Rural Development

Convened steering committee to discuss the future of rural development in New Hampshire

Result: Establishment of the New Hampshire Rural Development Council
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