Contents of Application Package


A completed application must include the following:


(1)  A brief description of the State Rural Development Council, including the legal structure, membership categories (e.g., corporate, individual, government agency), and the responsible contact person.  


(2)  Organizational documents for the SRDC and, if different from the SRDC, the proposed Funding Entity.  If the SRDC has 501(c)(3) not for profit corporation status, for example, the organizational documents would consist of the corporate charter and any other document that addresses the legal relationship among the members.  If the SRDC has a legal structure other than a corporate form, the organizational documents must reflect how the SRDC was established and the legal relationship among the members.  


(3)  Rules of governance for the SRDC.  The rules of governance must provide evidence that the membership is totally responsible for the governance and operations of the SRDC.   If the SRDC has 501(c)(3) not for profit corporation status, for example, a copy of the bylaws must be provided.  The RBS reserves the right to grant provisional recognition until June 30, 2004 to an SRDC applicant that must consult with other officials on limited governance matters.


 (4) A representative list of members, which must identify a minimum of one, and a maximum of five, member(s) of the Council from each of the following six or (if applicable) seven institutional categories: (a) Federal government, (b) state government, (c) local government, (d) regional organizations, (e) not for profit corporations, (f) private for profit corporations, and (if applicable) (g) federally recognized tribal government.  It is acceptable that some members on this representative list come from institutions committed to rural advancement that are not included in the aforementioned categories; such representatives should be placed in category (h) other entities committed to rural advancement (this could include colleges, universities, foundations, etc.).  Provide the following information for each member person listed: Name, Institutional affiliation, Institutional category, Contact information (mailing address, telephone and fax numbers, and email address).


(5)  A copy of the Council’s written policy indicating that it operates in a nonpartisan and nondiscriminatory manner, or, in the alternative, a statement, signed by the Council Chair, indicating that the Council operates in a nonpartisan and nondiscriminatory manner. 


(6)  (a) A summary description of the key economic, social, and political regions of the rural areas of the state and (b) a summary description of how the Council represents the economic, social and political make-up of the state's rural areas (e.g., cross-reference the members presented in item (4) above with the regions presented here).  This section (6) of the application should not exceed two pages.


 (7)  Evidence that the SRDC is likely to have sufficient matching funds or in-kind goods or services for the period July 1, 2003 through May 13, 2007 to provide at least 33% in-kind or monetary match for any federal funds that might be provided under the provisions of the 2002 Farm Bill to cover SRDC activities during that period.  Such evidence shall include letters of intent (or similar documents) from each organization that will provide matching funds or in-kind goods or services.  For the period July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004, these letters shall indicate intent to provide at least $25,000 (in total, across all letters) in matching funds or in-kind goods or services.  In addition, these letters shall indicate intent to provide additional matching funds or in-kind goods and services for the period July 1, 2004 through May 13, 2007.





What and Where to Submit


A complete, original application may be electronically sent as an e-mail attachment to tia.trout@usda.gov.  If applications are submitted electronically, a signature page must be submitted in hard copy or via fax.  Alternatively, an original application package plus two paper copies may be submitted in hard copy to: Tia Trout, USDA National Rural Development Partnership, MAIL STOP 3205, Room 4225, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-3205.
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