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NEW CAPE VINCENT WATER DISTRICT 
COMPLETED WITH USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS
SYRACUSE, N.Y., July 17, 2006 – Local and federal officials held a brief ceremony last Thursday at the Cape Vincent Town Office Building to mark the successful completion of the new St. Lawrence Corners water distribution system.  

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development funding made the new system possible. Rural Development provided $799,000 for the project, $500,000 in grant money and $299,000 in loan funds.
Officially known as Cape Vincent Water District #5, the new distribution system brings clean, safe drinking water to 39 homes in St. Lawrence Corners. Area residents were formerly plagued by water quality problems, including e-coli and other dangerous bacteria.

“Our investment in Water District #5 demonstrates our commitment to the future of New York’s rural communities,” said Scott Collins, Acting State Director for Rural Development in New York. “This project substantially improved the quality of life for Cape Vincent residents and we’re pleased to have provided the funding that made it a reality.”

Thomas Rienbeck, Cape Vincent Town Supervisor, highlighted the quality-of-life aspect in his ceremony remarks by noting that five families would have left the area had the water system not been built.  
David Whitmore, field representative for Rep. John McHugh (NY-23), also participated in Thursday’s event. Whitmore praised the efficiency of the project, which was completed in less than two years. 
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available by contacting Carol McDonald, Watertown Area Rural Development Manager, at (315) 782-7289, extension 4, or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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