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USDA ANNOUNCES RECIPIENTS OF COMMUNITY CONNECT GRANTS

WASHINGTON, October 4, 2007-Acting Agriculture Secretary Chuck Conner today announced
the selection of 19 grants in 13 states and American Somoa of $10.3 million in broadband
community connect grants.

"The Community Connect program serves rural communities where broadband service is least
likely to be available, but where it can make a tremendous difference in the quality of life for
citizens," Conner said. "The projects funded by these grants will help rural residents tap into the
enormous potential of the internet.”

For example, USDA Rural Development awarded EcliptixNet Broadband Inc., an $834,881 grant
to deliver broadband service in Marcus, Wash., and provide firefighters access to training videos
and reports. The Horizon-Chillicothe Telephone Company, in Darbyville, Ohio, was selected for
a $603,200 grant to build a community center and computer lab. When complete, the facility will
offer high-speed internet access to universities and medical centers across the state. In Navaho
Mountain, Utah, the Smith Bagley, Inc., a CellularOne company, will use a grant of $205,416 to
build a wireless network for this isolated community whose nearest hospital is more than 100
miles away. The grant is expected to fund 10 computers that will offer online public safety
notices, educational opportunities and telemedicine services to the Navajo Mountain community.

The following is a complete list of recipients. Funding of individual recipients is contingent upon
their meeting the conditions of the grant agreement.

Applicant Project Community State Grant Amount

Wichita Online, Inc. Tatums OK $371,139

American Samoa Telecommunications Authority IXC Division Ofu Village AS $820,343
GMNTri-County CAC, Inc. Graysville OH $316,840

Community Development Leagues of America, Inc. French Camp MS $761,000
Lenowisco Town of St. Charles VA $594,400

PC One Cable, LLC Macks Creek MO $416,045

PC One Cable, LLC Fruitvale TX $421,882

EcliptixNetBroadband, Inc. Marcus WA $834,881

PC One Cable, LLC Tangipahoa LA $345,271

Liberty Communications, Inc. Gratz City KY $177,487
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EcliptixNet Broadband, Inc. Northport Town WA $997,780

Texas County Rural Area Information Network Village of Raymondville MO $727,388
Southeast Colorado Power Association, Inc. Aguilar CO $743,281

Smith Bagley, Inc. dba CellularOne Navajo Mountain CDP UT $205,416

Smith Bagley, Inc. dba CellularOne Red Mesa CDP AZ $195,279

Nexus Systems, Inc. Hall Summit LA $685,091

PC One Cable, LLC Wilmar AR $406,315

Nexus Systems, Inc. Jerome AR $719,736

Horizon Telcom-Chillicothe Telephone Darbyville OH $603,200

USDA Rural Development's mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality
of life for rural residents. Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for
equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business
development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. More than 1.5 million jobs
have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is
available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov .




