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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT INVITES APPLICATIONS
FOR DISTANCE LEARNING AND TELEMEDICINE
GRANTS

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico, February 2, 2009 — José Otero-Garcia, State Director of USDA
Rural Development Puerto Rico announced that USDA is accepting applications for
grants through the Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) Grant Program to provide
access to education, training and healthcare resources in rural areas. Funding for the
program is subject to Congressional appropriations.

“These grants will increase the range of educational opportunities available to students in
rural communities and improve access to healthcare for countless number of rural
Americans,” Otero-Garcia said. “DLT program provides increase economic opportunity
by expanding telecommunications, educational resources and computer networks
throughout rural America.” In 2008, USDA Rural Development provided grants totaling
$28.2 million under the program to 105 recipients in 41 states.

Complete applications must be received by March 24, 2009. For further details about
eligibility rules and application procedures, see the December 24, 2008, Federal Register,
page 79041. Materials including an application guide and full details about the program
can also be obtained at www.usda.gov/rus/telecom/dlt/dit.ntm. In Puerto Rico you can
call Ramon M. Meléndez at (787) 766-5095 x 250 or Miguel Ramirez x 232.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support
increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents.
USDA Rural Development is committed to the future of rural communities.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14" and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).



