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EXECUTIVE sUMMARY

Executive Summary. A summary of the proposal, not to exceed two pages, must briefly describe the Center, including project goals and tasks to be accomplished, the amount requested, how the work will be performed (e.g., Center staff, consultants, or contractors) and the percentage of work that will be performed among the parties.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesShown "[Click and type Executive Summary here.]" 
eligibility discussion
Applicant Eligibility
Grants may be made to nonprofit corporations and institutions of higher education.  Grants may not be made to public bodies.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENTS!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesShown "[Click and insert Applicant Eligibility Discussion]" 
Matching Eligibility

Matching funds are required. Applicants must verify in their applications that all matching funds are available for the time period of the grant.  The matching fund requirement is 25 percent of the total project cost (5 percent in the case of 1994 Institutions).  Unless provided by other authorizing legislation, other Federal grant funds cannot be used as matching funds.  However, matching funds may include loan proceeds from Federal sources.  Matching funds must be spent in advance or as a pro-rata portion of grant funds being expended.  All of the matching funds must be provided by either the applicant or a third party in the form of cash or in-kind contributions.  All of the matching funds must be spent on eligible expenses and must be from eligible sources.  The Center must be able to document and verify the number of hours worked and the value associated with the in-kind contribution.  Additionally, if the in-kind contributions are from board members for their time, travel, incidentals, etc., the Center must have established written policies explaining how these costs are normally reimbursed, including rates.  Otherwise, the in-kind contributions will not be considered eligible expenses and may cause the application to be determined ineligible for funding.  In-kind contributions provided by individuals, businesses, or cooperatives who are being assisted by the Center can not be provided for the benefit of their own projects as USDA Rural Development considers this to be a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENTS!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert Matching Eligibility Discussion]" 
Grant Period Eligibility

Applications should have a timeframe of no more than 365 days with the time period beginning no earlier than October 1, 2008 and no later than January 1, 2009.  Projects must be completed within the 1-year timeframe.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert Grant Period Eligibility Discussion]" 
Activity Eligibility

Applications must propose the development or continuation of the cooperative development center concept or they will not be considered for funding.  Additionally, applications that focus assistance to only one cooperative will not be considered for funding. Applications requesting more than the maximum grant amount will not be considered for funding.  Applications that have ineligible costs that equal more than 10 percent of the total project costs will be determined ineligible, and not be considered for funding.  If an application has ineligible costs of 10 percent or less of total project costs and is selected for funding, the applicant must remove all ineligible costs from the budget and replace them with eligible activities or the amount of the grant award will be reduced accordingly.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert Activity Eligibility Discussion]" 
GOALS OF THE PROJECT
Goals of the Project.  The applicant must include the following statements in this section of the narrative to demonstrate that the Center is following these statutory requirements:    

    1. A statement that substantiates that the Center will effectively serve rural areas in the United States;

    2. A statement that the primary objective of the Center will be to improve the economic condition of rural areas through cooperative development;

    3. A description of the contributions that the proposed activities are likely to make to the improvement of the economic conditions of the rural areas for which the Center will provide services; and

    4. A statement that the Center, in carrying out its activities, will seek, where appropriate, the advice, participation, expertise, and assistance of representatives of business, industry, educational institutions, the Federal government, and State and local governments.

PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENTS!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert the Goals of the Project here]" 
PERFORMANCE EVALUATION CRITERIA

v. Performance Evaluation Criteria.  The Agency has established annual performance measures to evaluate the RCDG program.  Applicants must provide estimates on the following performance measures.  

· Number of groups who are not legal entities assisted

· Number of businesses that are not cooperatives assisted

· Number of cooperatives assisted

· Number of businesses incorporated that are not cooperatives 

· Number of cooperatives incorporated 

· Total number of jobs created as a result of assistance

· Total number of jobs saved as a result of assistance

· Number of jobs created for the Center as a result of RCDG funding

· Number of jobs saved for the Center as a result of RCDG funding 

It is permissible to have a zero in a performance element.  When calculating jobs created, estimates should be based upon actual jobs to be created by the Center as a result of the RCDG funding or actual jobs to be created by businesses or cooperatives as a result of assistance from the Center.  When calculating jobs saved, estimates should be based only on actual jobs that would have been lost if the Center did not receive RCDG funding or actual jobs that would have been lost without assistance from the Center.  If the application is selected for funding, the applicant will be required to report actual numbers for these performance elements on a semi-annual basis and in the final performance report.  Additional information on post-award requirements can be found in Section VI.  Applicants may also suggest additional performance criteria in the event the proposal receives grant funding.  The criteria are not binding on USDA, but should be specific, measurable performance criteria.   The inclusion of additional performance criteria beyond the nine listed above is voluntary.    

PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENTS!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert Performance Evaluation Criteria here]" 
Undertakings 


vi. Undertakings. The applicant must include the following statements in this section of the narrative and expressly undertake to do them.  

    1. Take all practicable steps to develop continuing sources of financial support for the Center, particularly from sources in the private sectors;

    2. Make arrangements for the Center’s activities to be monitored and evaluated; and

    3. Provide an accounting for the money received by the grantee in accordance with 7 CFR part 4284, subpart F.

PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENTS!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert Undertakings information here]" 
PROPOSAL EVALUATION CRITERIA

Administrative capabilities 
The application will be evaluated to determine whether the subject Center has a track record of administering a Nationally-coordinated, regional or State-wide operated project.  Centers that have capable financial systems and audit controls, personnel and program administration performance measures and clear rules of governance will receive more points than those not evidencing this capacity.   PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENTS!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Technical assistance and other services 
The Agency will evaluate the applicant's demonstrated expertise in providing technical assistance in rural areas.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criteria discussion here]" 
Economic development
The Agency will evaluate the applicant's demonstrated ability to assist in the retention of businesses, facilitate the establishment of cooperatives and new cooperative approaches and generate employment opportunities that will improve the economic conditions of rural areas.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Linkages 
The Agency will evaluate the applicant's demonstrated ability to create horizontal linkages among businesses within and among various sectors in rural areas of the United States and vertical linkages to domestic and international markets.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Commitment 

The Agency will evaluate the applicant's commitment to providing technical assistance and other services to underserved and economically distressed areas in rural areas of the United States.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!
 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Matching Funds 

All applicants must demonstrate matching funds equal to at least 25 percent (5 percent for 1994 Institutions) of total project costs.  Applications exceeding these minimum commitment levels will receive more points.  If the applicant provides eligible matching funds of 25 percent, 0 points will be awarded; 26 to 50 percent, 3 points will be awarded; or greater than 50 percent, 5 points will be awarded.  If the applicant is a 1994 Institution and provides eligible matching funds of 5 percent, 0 points will be awarded; 6 to 20 percent, 3 points will be awarded; or greater than 20 percent, 5 points will be awarded.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!
 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Delivery  

The Agency will evaluate whether the Center has a track record of providing technical assistance in rural areas and accomplishing effective outcomes in cooperative development. The Center's potential for delivering effective cooperative development assistance, the expected effects of that assistance, the sustainability of cooperative organizations receiving the assistance, and the transferability of the Center's cooperative development strategy and 

focus to other States will also be assessed.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Work plan/budget
The work plan will be reviewed for detailed actions and an accompanying timetable for implementing the proposal.  Clear, logical, realistic and efficient plans will result in a higher score.  Budgets will be reviewed for completeness and the quality of non-Federal funding commitments.  Applicants must discuss the specific tasks (whether it be by type of service or specific project) to be completed using grant and matching funds.  The work plan should show how customers will be identified, key personnel to be involved, and the evaluation methods to be used to determine the success of specific tasks and overall objectives of Center operations.  The budget must present a breakdown of the estimated costs associated with cooperative development activities as well as the operation of the Center and allocate these costs to each of the tasks to be undertaken.  Matching funds as well as grant funds must be accounted for in the budget.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Qualifications of those Performing the Tasks
The application will be evaluated to determine if the personnel expected to perform key center tasks have a track record of positive solutions for complex cooperative development or marketing problems, or a successful record of conducting accurate feasibility studies, business plans, marketing analysis, or other activities relevant to Cooperative development center success.  The applicant must also identify whether the personnel expected to perform tasks are full/part-time Center employees or contract personnel.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Local support
Applications will be reviewed for previous and expected local support for the Center, plans for coordinating with other developmental organizations in the proposed service area, and coordination with State and local institutions. Support documentation should include recognition of rural values that balance employment opportunities with environmental stewardship and other positive rural amenities. Centers that demonstrate strong support from potential beneficiaries and formal evidence of the Center's intent to coordinate with other developmental organizations will receive more points than those not evidencing such support and formal intent.  Support should be discussed directly within the response to this criterion.  The applicant may submit a maximum of 10 letters of support or intent to coordinate with the application.  These letters should be included in Appendix B of the application and will not count against the 40-page limit for the narrative.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[Click and insert criterion discussion here]" 
Future support 
Applicants should describe their vision for Center operations in future years, including issues such as sources and uses of alternative funding; reliance on Federal, State, and local grants; and the use of in-house personnel for providing services versus contracting out for that expertise.  To the extent possible, applicants should document future funding sources that will help achieve long-term sustainability of the Center.  Applications that demonstrate their vision for funding center operations for future years, including diversification of funding sources and building in-house technical assistance capacity, will receive more points for this criterion.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!
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CERTIFICATION OF JUDGMENT
 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[CLICK AND INSERT APPLICANT'S NAME HERE]" certifies that the United States has not obtained a judgment against it and will not use grant funds to pay any judgments obtained by the United States.  
CERTIFICATION OF MATCHING FUNDS
 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc "[CLICK AND INSERT NAME OF APPLICANT]" certifies that matching funds will be available at the same time grant funds are anticipated to be spent and that matching funds will be spent in advance of grant funding, such that for every dollar of the total project cost, at least 25 cents (5 cents for 1994 Institutions) of matching funds will have been expended prior to submitting the request for reimbursement.  

APPENDIX A:  VERIFICATION OF MATCHING FUNDS

 MACROBUTTON  AcceptAllChangesInDoc Insert documents verifying all matching funds after this page.  Documents include, but are not limited to, cash availability statement and signed letters from third parties.  For a complete discussion of the requirements for this section, please see section IV. B. 10. of the NOSA.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

APPENDIX B:  LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Insert up to 10 letters of support and/or intent to coordinate with other developmental organizations after this page.  PLEASE DELETE THIS INFORMATION FROM THE PROPOSAL IT WAS ONLY INSERTED TO SHOW NOSA REQUIREMENT!!!!!!

