TO:
Applicants to the Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvement Program

FROM:
Name of RD Representative



Address and Phone Number of State Office

SUBJECT:
Initiating the USDA RD Environmental Process for Wind Turbines

DATE:



To make a decision on your application, USDA Rural Development must first complete an environmental review of your proposal.  The environmental review process requires consultation and coordination with a number of Federal, State, Tribal governments, local agencies, and other interested parties.

With the application for the Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvement Program due by July 19, 2004 and completion of the Environmental Assessment (EA) required by September 30, 2004, Rural Development has a small window in which to complete its environmental review process.  We strongly encourage potential applicants to begin the environmental review process immediately to ensure the project has full consideration for funding.  These instructions were developed as guidelines for the potential Applicant to initiate the environmental review process for this particular program.

USDA Rural Development has various levels of environmental assessment, depending on the potential impact from the proposed project.  For this type of application, the level of review is based on the size of the turbine:

· Small turbines (100 kW or less and 120’ hub height or less) will require a Class I EA.

· Large turbines (greater than 100 kW or over 120’ high) will require a Class II EA.

If you have any questions regarding the environmental review process please contact the State Environmental Coordinator or Energy Renewable Coordinator in your USDA Rural Development State Office.
